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DAVID  O.  MCKAY 


Ninth  President  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
September  8,  1873 — January  18,  1970 


T. 


he  world  was  saddened  one  calm  Sunday  morning  in  January,  1970,  by  the  death  of  President 
David  O.  McKay,  ninth  president  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints — the  prophet, 
seer,  and  revelator  for  nearly  three  million  members.  His  official  calling  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  came  64  years  ago.  Trained  as  a  teacher,  missionary,  and  Sunday 
School  stake  and  general  officer,  he  later  became  fourth  general  superintendent  of  the  Deseret  Sunday 
School  Union.  His  administration  as  President  was  characterized  by  the  expansion  of  the  missionary 
system  into  most  of  the  earth,  the  building  of  temples  abroad,  the  erection  of  meetinghouses  in 
foreign  lands,  and  the  creation  of  numerous  stakes  and  wards  throughout  the  Church.  His  uplifting 
spiritual  influence  upon  the  teaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  membership  of  the  Church  was  of  the  very 
essence  of  his  ministry. 

A  friend  of  presidents,  potentates,  and  ecclesiastics,  and  a  man  of  compassion,  love,  and  under- 
standing for  the  poor,  the  dejected,  and  the  misunderstood,  he  was  universally  regarded  as  a  great 
spiritual  leader  among  men.  Buildings  have  been  named  in  his  memory;  paintings,  mosaics,  and 
sculptured  portraits  created  in  his  honor;  books  and  articles  written  of  his  ministry;  degrees  and  cita- 
tions awarded  him;  yet  no  honor  excels  the  love  and  affection  of  the  hundreds  and  thousands  who 
knew  him  as  a  humble,  warm,  dedicated  servant  of  our  Heavenly  Father's  children. 

An  example  to  all  the  world  is  found  in  his  intimate  life  with  his  family.  Love  and  respect  for 
each  other,  dedication  to  the  teachings  of  the  Master,  and  the  same  peace  he  asked  for  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  were  all  a  part  of  his  home. 

The  Sunday  School  membership  join  as  one  heart,  heavy  with  grief,  in  an  expression  of  love 
and  reassurance  to  their  general  superintendent,  David  Lawrence  McKay,  in  the  passing  of  his 
father,  and  to  his  mother,  sisters,  brothers,  and  other  members  of  his  family  in  the  personal  loss  each 
has  sustained.  Their  lives  and  all  of  ours  have  been  blessed  by  the  influence  of  this  great  man  who 
has  kept  the  commandments  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 

— Lynn  S.  Richards, 

First  Asst.  General  Superintendent. 


N. 


o  individual  has  had  such  a  marked  influence  on  the  Sunday  School  as  has  President  McKay. 
He  joined  the  general  superintendency  as  second  assistant  in  1906.  He  served  as  general  superin- 
tendent from  1918  until  1934.  As  a  member  of  the  First  Presidency  and  as  President  of  the  Church 
he  has  maintained  an  abiding  interest  in  the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  Sunday  School. 

With  his  background  in  education  and  his  teaching  ability  he  oriented  the  Sunday  School 
toward  effective  teaching.  Where  it  had  previously  been  child  and  youth  centered,  he  recognized 
the  opportunity  of  tying  the  whole  family  into  a  teaching  situation  in  which  members  of  all  ages 
could  worship  and  learn  together.  His  interest  in  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  family  has  character- 
ized his  life  and  has  left  its  imprint  on  the  curriculum  of  the  Sunday  School. 

He  has  expanded  the  foundation  on  which  the  Sunday  School  can  build.  He  has  expressed 
his  deep  concern  that  the  Sunday  School  continue  to  move  forward  in  its  course.  His  example  in- 
spires every  Latter-day  Saint  to  be  part  of  a  Sunday  School  where  not  only  is  the  gospel  taught 
to  each  member  of  the  family,  but  where  a  sincere  effort  is  made  to  help  each  individual  in  the  fam- 
ily apply  in  his  life  the  teachings  of  our  Savior. 

— Royden  G.  Derrick, 

Second  Asst.  General  Superintendent. 

All  members   of  the  Sunday  School   general  board,  optimism:   "Since  I  was  a  small  boy,  I   have   been 

who  form  the  editorial  committee  of  The  Instructor,  associated  with  the  Sunday  School,  and  that  is  a  full 

express  their  sorrow  at  the  passing  of  President  David  life.  .  .  .  Only  success  is  ahead  for  the  Sunday  School. 

O.  McKay,  our  beloved  leader  and  editor.  President  I  see  no  failure,  only  success!"  We  honor  the  life  of 

McKay's    articles    and    editorials    have    graced    the  David  O.  McKay  by  helping  to  fulfill  that  glorious 

pages   of   The  Instructor  since   he  joined   the   general  prophecy. 

superintendency  in  1906.  His  writings  have  been  the  — Lorin  F.  Wheelwright, 

best-loved  contributions  to  this  magazine.  His  state-  Associate  Editor. 

ment    in    our   September    issue,    1967,    breathed    his 
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Art  by  Ted  Nagata. 


WHY  WE  BUILD  TEMPLES 


by  President  David  0.  McKay 


One  of  the  principal  questions  asked  by  news  re- 
porters in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  world  is:  "Why  do 
you  build  temples?" 

The  next  question  they  ask  is:  "What  is  the  dif- 
ference between  your  temples  and  your  church  edi- 
fices?" 

They  are  very  much  interested  in  the  answer  to 
the  first  question.  Members  of  the  Church  know 
the  answer  is  that  a  temple  is  built  for  performance 
of  sacred  ordinances;  not  secret,  but  sacred. 

One  of  these  is  the  sealing  of  the  union  between 
husband  and  wife,  and  the  sealing  of  children  in  that 
union — of  giving  to  the  children  the  right  to  be  born 
under  the  covenant.  That  interests  nearly  every  in- 
telligent reporter  or  investigator,  especially  when  he 
or  she  realizes  the  truth  that  love,  the  divinest  attri- 
bute of  the  human  soul,  will  be  just  as  eternal  as  the 
spirit  itself.  Whenever  any  person  dies,  that  quality 
of  love  will  exist  and  persist,  and  if  any  inquirer  be- 
lives  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul  and  the  persis- 
tence of  personality  after  death,  he  must  also  admit 
that  love  will  also  persist. 

Logically  there  follows  another  question:  "Whom 


For  Course  7,  lessons  31  and  32  (April  12  and  19),  "Our  Temples 
— A  Place  for  Sacred  Service"  and  "Our  Privileges  and  Opportunities 
in  the  Temples";  for  Course  17,  lessons  27  and  28  (March  22  and 
April  5),  "First  Principles  and  Ordinances";  for  Course  27,  lesson 
28  (April  26),  "The  Mission  of  the  Church";  and  of  general  interest. 


shall  we  love  in  the  next  world?"  An  American  wom- 
an who,  with  her  husband,  was  asked  that  question, 
answered,  "We  should  love  everybody."  "Yes,"  I  re- 
plied, "we  should  love  everybody  here.  That  is  the 
injunction  of  the  Savior — to  love  our  neighbors  as 
ourselves." 

But  we  are  also  told  that  earthly  things  are  typi- 
cal of  heavenly  things;  and  I  fancy  in  the  spirit 
world,  when  our  thoughts  of  pre-existence  are  fully 
incorporated  with  the  experiences  we  have  had  in 
mortality,  that  we  shall  there  recognize  our  loved 
ones  and  know  them  and  love  them  as  we  did  here. 

I  love  my  wife  more  than  I  can  love  other  peo- 
ple; I  love  my  children;  I  love  those  with  whom  I 
have  been  closely  associated  more  than  I  can  love 
those  whom  I  do  not  know.  I  can  have  sympathy 
for,  I  can  have  a  desire  to  help  all  mankind,  but  I 
love  her  by  whose  side  I  have  sat  and  watched  a 
loved  one  in  illness,  and  a  loved  one  pass  away. 
These  experiences  bind  heart  to  heart;  and  it  is  a 
glorious  thought  to  think,  to  retain,  and  to  cherish 
that  death  cannot  separate  those  hearts  that  are 
thus  bound  together. 

Ordinary  marriage  among  mankind  is  temporary. 
At  longest,  it  is  until  death  parts  the  couple.    But 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
*Reprinted  from  the  November,  1958,  issue  of  The  Instructor. 
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WHY  WE   BUILD  TEMPLES    (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


only  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  where  the  ceremony  is 
performed  by  those  who  are  thoroughly  and  properly 
authorized  to  represent  Deity,  to  represent  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  can  the  union  between  hus- 
band and  wife  and  parents  and  children  be  sealed 
for  time  and  all  eternity.  That  is  one  of  the  purposes 
for  which  we  build  temples. 

The  other  principal  reason  is  not  so  easily  \mder- 
stood.  Some  of  the  inquirers  call  it  fantastic  until 
they  get  a  glimpse  of  the  justness  of  God — until  we 
ask  them,  "Do  you  think  a  just  God  would  require 
me  to  conform  to  certain  principles  and  ordinances 
in  order  for  me  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  that  he  would  permit  you  to  enter  the  kingdom 
of  God  without  compHance  to  those  things?"  All  we 
need  to  do  is  ask  the  world  that  question.  Those 
who  accept  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  as  the  author  of 
salvation — those  who  accept  his  statements  regard- 
ing the  necessity  of  obedience  to  certain  principles — 
are  bound  to  admit  that  everybody  must  comply 
with  certain  fundamental  principles  laid  down,  or 
else  nobody  need  comply  with  them.  That  is  plain. 

One  Plan  for  All 

In  holy  writ  we  have  ample  evidence  that  the 
Savior  referred  to  one  eternal  plan.  For  instance, 
when  that  member  of  the  Sanhedrin,  Nicodemus  (a 
man  who  evidently  had  listened  to  the  Savior  speak, 
who  had  read  about  him,  and  who  had  probably 
followed  him)  called  on  him,  impelled  by  a  desire  to 
know  what  that  man  had  which  the  Sadducees  and 
the  Pharisees  did  not  have,  he  bore  his  testimony  to 
him  saying,  "Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher 
come  from  God:  for  no  man  can  do  these  miracles 
that  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him."  (John 
3:2.)  Then  ensued  a  conversation  which  probably 
contained  similar  questions  to  those  I  have  named. 
Undoubtedly  Nicodemus  asked:  "What  must  I  do?" 
and  olie  of  the  most  remarkable  statements  we  have 
in  scripture  was  given  as  an  answer  to  his  question: 
"Except  a  man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God."  (John  3:3.) 

A  spiritual  birth  is  necessary  before  any  human 
being  can  even  sense  the  spirituality  which  Christ 
lived  and  possessed.  Nicodemus  could  not  under- 
stand it.  He  put  an  interpretation  of  a  physical  birth 
upon  the  answer  Christ  gave  him,  and  immediately 
faced  the  impossibility  of  an  adult  being  bom  natur- 
ally again.  And  then  from  the  Savior  came  an  equally 
important  statement:  "Except  a  man  be  bom  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  (John  3:5.) 


What  about  your  great,  great  ancestors  who  never 
heard  of  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ?  What  about  the 
millions  who  died  without  having  even  heard  his 
name?  They  are  our  Father's  children  as  much  as 
you  and  I.  Is  it  the  act  of  a  loving  Father  to  con- 
demn them  forever  outside  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
when  they  had  no  opportimity  to  hear  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ?  "We  believe  that ...  all  mankind  may 
be  saved,  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel."  (Third  Article  of  Faith.)  And  we 
believe  that  those  who  have  died  without  having 
heard  it  here  in  mortality  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  hear  it  in  the  other  world.  We  are  told  that  in 
the  New  Testament.  Where  did  Christ's  spirit  go 
while  his  body  lay  in  the  tomb?  The  apostle  Peter 
tells  us  that  he  went  to  preach  to  the  spirits  who 
were  in  prison,  who  were  once  disobedient  in  the 
days  of  Noah  when  the  ark  was  being  prepared. 
Those  who  died  thousands  of  years  ago  were  still 
existing,  and  the  gospel  was  taken  to  them  as  it  will 
be  taken  to  all  of  our  Father's  children.  That  is  an- 
other purpose  of  the  temple.  You  may  have  the 
opportunity  of  gathering  the  names  of  your  ances- 
tors and,  by  being  baptized  by  proxy,  they  may 
become  members  of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the 
other  world  as  we  are  members  here. 

Those  Who  Go  into  Temples 

But  those  who  go  into  the  temple  will  go  with 
"recommends"  that  they  are  true  Christians;  that 
they  are  true  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ;  that 
they  are  honest  with  their  fellowmen;  that  they  live 
in  accordance  with  the  ideals  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

God  help  us  to  appreciate  the  restored  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  which  is  all-comprehensive.  The  philos- 
ophy of  life  is  contained  in  it,  and  in  our  temples 
will  be  presented  the  endowment,  obedience  to  which 
will  take  the  individual  (and  this  is  my  testimony, 
for  I  know  it)  from  the  most  selfish,  envious,  antag- 
onistic, hateful  characteristics  of  the  animal  plane, 
to  the  highest  spiritual  plane  and  to  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

I  pray  with  all  my  soul  that  all  menibers  of  the 
Church  and  their  children  and  their  children's  chil- 
dren may  realize  the  great  truths  presented  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  have  strength  enough  to 
apply  the  principles  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which  are  eternal  and  applicable  to  every  person  liv- 
ing, in  developing  that  spirituality  which  will  bring 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  towards  men. 


Library  File  Reference :  TEMPLES, 


38 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


THE  BEST  FROM  THE  PAST 


Abbreviations  on  the  chart  are  as  follows: 
Numbers  indicate:    Year — month — page. 
Fbs — flannelboard  story.     Cs — centerspread. 
Isbc — inside  back  cover.    Osbc — outside  back  cover. 


Conv — Convention  Issue. 
CR — Centennial  Reprint. 
Starred  issues  are  not  available. 


Use  ward  library. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  COURSE  NUMBER 

April 

3 

4 

5 

7 

9 

11 

13 

15 

17 

19 

25 

27 

29 

61-2-Cover 

62-8-259 

62-4-142 

65-6-222 

59-11-Cs* 

61-2-39 

61-12-Isbc* 

60-4-134* 

64-10-383 

69-4-117 

64-4-140 

64-10-375 

64-3-111 

63-2-59,  61* 

63-9-Fbs 

66-4-154 

61-8-Fbs 

62-8-260 

62-11-Cs 

Review 

60-9-318* 

65-7-298 

69-6-206 
69-7-240 
69-12-Fbs 

66-1-38 

68-2-57, 

67-7-286* 

64-1-4 

68-4-142 

66-6-216 

63-11-Fbs 

66-7-264 

62-12-Cs 

65-2-52 

66-1-38 

66-5-185* 

Osbc 

5 

64-9-335 

68-7-287* 

64-12-464 

64-4-149 

66-3-92 

66-11-426* 

67-3-110 

68-4-137 

69-3-Fbs 

65-5-201 

67-12-478 

69-5-156 
69-12-Fbs 

65-8-Cs* 
66-3-81 

68-3-127* 
69-1-18 

67-7-290* 
68-8-310* 

69-5-174 

67-6-Cover 

61-2-44 

61-4-126 

60-6-Cs* 

63-8- Isbc* 

60-8-279* 

61-1-Pbs 

63-9-314 

66-7-265 

64-6-246 

61-12-408* 

59-5-166 

62-11-Isbc 

67-11-455 

62-1-Cover* 

66-12-467* 

62-6-Cs* 

65-3-97 

62-6-195* 

62-6-Cover* 

66-8-56,  58* 

67-11-460 

64-9-329 

62-Conv- 

69-6-200 

68-12-461 

12 

63-11-392 

63-3-Cs 

66-4-123 

64-6-218 

63-8-Fbs* 

69-2-50 

65-1-1 
65-6-Osbc 

Isbc 

69-7-238 

64-6-242 

66-7-284 

66-2-56 

69-4-Osbc 

66-4-130 

65-7-294 

68-12-464 

66-5-177* 
67-1-8* 

65-10- Fbs 

68-1-5 

67-6-232 

61-8-280 

63-6-199 

63-10-Isbc 

60-9-294* 

66-7-254 

60-4-Cs* 

62-3-100 

68-7-Isbc* 

62-5-158* 

60-2-42* 

64-12-464 

65-5-200 

68-8-299* 

63-11-416 

64-1-12 

65-8-311* 

61-9-296 

68-2-72 

64-2-83 

62-11-376, 
377 

63-8-277* 

60-3-108* 

69-1-4 

67-4-133* 

68-11-Cover 

65-1-9 

65-8-332* 

65-9-354 

65-4-136 

68-3-100* 

64-4-146 

64-7-Cs 
64-10-392 

69-5-162 

67-8-332* 

19 

67-1-Cover* 

66-8-300* 

66-4-158 

67-8-326* 

68-2-Cover 

67-12-474 

69-7-258 

67-10-394* 

67-1-30* 

64-11-428 

68-6-Isbc 

68-2-70 

69-2-72, 
Isbc 

67-6-215 
68-1-1 

68-11-Cs 

62-11-Cover 

52-11-Cs* 

59-10-352 

62-6-Cover* 

62-4-Isbc 

60-3-78* 

54-11-Cs* 

68-7-Isbc* 

63-5-182 

59-3-65* 

61-3- Isbc 

68-12-Cs 

63-4-Fbs 

60-3-96* 

59-12-412 

64-6-212 

62-8-264 

Review 

60-9- Fbs* 
60-11-362* 

60-1-32* 

64-8-298 

62-1-10* 

61-8-Isbc 

69-2-Cs 

63-11-Cover 

60-8-Cover* 

63-4-116 

64-7-Fbs 

64-3-100 

62-5-Cs 
67-7-253* 

64-1-26 

68-2-67 
68-4-162 

63-1-12* 

26 

66-12-Fbs* 

62-12-414 

63-6-218* 

67-2-68* 

64-10-404 

66-8-302, 
318* 

64-8-296 

63-5-182 

67-6-232 

67-5-173* 

65-8-Isbc* 

65-4-156 

66-7-247 

68-8-324* 

66-6-222 

66-3-94 

66-10-Isbc* 

68-10-377* 

68-6-222 

;..' 

66-5-185* 

THE  DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION 


Advisers  to  the 
General  Board: 

General  Superintendent: 

First  Asst.  Gen.  Supt.: 

Second  Asst.  Gen.  Supt.: 

General  Treasurer: 

General  Secretary: 


Richard  L.  Evans 
Howard  W.  Hunter 

David  Lawrence  McKay 
Lynn  S.  Richards 
ROYDEN  G.  Derrick 
Paul  B.  Tanner 
Jay  W.  Mitton 


THE  INSTRUCTOR  STAFF 

Editor:      President  David  O.  McKay 


Associate  Editors: 

Business  Manager: 

Managing  Editor: 

Production  Editor: 

Manuscript  Editor: 

Research  Editor: 

Art  Director: 

Subscriber  Relations 
Department: 

Instructor  Secretary: 

Consultant: 

Executive  Committee: 


Instructor  Use  and 
Circulation  Committee: 


David  Lawrence  McKay 
LoRiN  F.  Wheelwright 

Jay  W.  Mitton 

Burl  Shephard 

Goldie  B.  Despain 

Anita  Jensen 

John  G.  Grover 

Sherman  T.  Martin 

Marie  F.  Felt 
LaNeta  Taylor 

Joyce  E.  Joseph 

A,  William  Lund 


MEMBERS  OF  DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION 
GENERAL  BOARD  &  THE  INSTRUCTOR  COMMITTEE: 

David  Lawrence  McKay,  Lynn  S.  Richards,  Royden  G.  Derrick, 
Jay  W.  Mitton,  Paul  B.  Tanner,  Claribel  W.  Aldous,  Ruel  A. 
AUred,  J.  Hugh  Baird,  Catherine  Bowles,  John  S.  Boyden, 
Herald  L.  Carlston,  Calvin  C.  Cook,  Henry  Eyring,  Elmer  J. 
Hartvigsen,  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  Willis  S.  Peterson,  Warren  E. 
Pugh,  Wayne  F.  Richards,  G.  Robert  Ruff,  Joseph  Fielding 
Smith,  Jr.,  Donna  D.  Sorensen,  Lorin  F.  Wheelwright,  Frank 
S.  Wise,  Ralph  Woodward,  Victor  B.  CUne,  Ethna  R.  Reid, 
Samuel  L.  Holmes,  Frank  W.  Gay,  Carol  C.  Smith,  Kathryn  B. 
Vernon,  LaThair  H.  Curtis,  Carlos  E.  Asay,  D.  Evan  Davis, 
Carolyn  Dunn,  Rex  D.  Pinegar,  Eldon  H.  Puckett,  Barbara  J. 
Vance,  Dean  H.  Bradshaw,  J.  Vernon  Sharp,  Lynn  Stoddard, 
Gerald  G.  AUen,  Gary  Quinn  Jorgensen,  O.  Preston  Robinson, 
Rex  Alvon  Wadham,  Thomas  Max  Fortie,  Allen  D.  Young, 
Blaine  N.  Lee,  John  Longhurst,  Wayne  Bender  Lynn,  Arthur 
R.  Watkins,  Arthur  Jackson. 

Published  by  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  of  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  the  first  day  of  every  month  at  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah.  Entered  at  Salt  Lake  City  Post  Office  as  second  class 
matter  acceotable  for  mailing  at  special  rate  of  postaee  provided  in  Sec- 
tion 1103,  Act  of  Oct.  3,  1917,  authorized  on  July  8,  1928.  Copyright  1970 
by  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union.    All  rights  reserved. 

Thirty  to  forty-five  days  notice  required  tor  change  of  address.  When 
ordering  a  change,  please  include  address  slip  from  a  recent  issue  of  the 
magazine.  Address  changes  cannot  be  made  unless  the  old  address  as  well 
as  the  new  one  is  included.  Also,  report  the  new  postal  ZIP  Code  number. 

Mail  subscriptions  to  The  Instructor,  79  South  State  Street,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah  84111.  Subscription  price  is  $3  per  year,  paid  in  advance. 
Single  issues,  35  cents  each. 

Bound  volumes  sell  for  $7.25  when  all  magazines  are  furnished  by  The 
Instructor.  When  subscriber  supplies  his  own  issues,  binding  charge  is  $4.25. 
(Please  add  45c  to  cover  cost  of  mailing  bound  volume.) 


Lorin  F.  Wheelwright,  chairman;  Carlos  E.  Asay,  Henry  Eyring,  Samuel  L.  Holmes, 
Wayne  F.  Richards,  G.  Robert  Ruff,  Ethna  r.  Reid,  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Jr.,  Donna 
D.  Sorensen. 

J.  Vernon  Sharp,  chairman;  Calvin  C.  Cook,  Jay  W.  Mitton,  O.  Preston  Robinson, 
G.  Robert  Ruff,  Donna  D.  Sorensen. 


FEBRUARY     1970 


39 


DAVID  UAWRENCE  McKAY 


Art  by  Dale  Kilhourn. 


PRINCIPLES  THAT 
GOVERN  WORSHIP 

by  General  Superintendent  David  Lawrence  McKay 


When  Moses  approached  the  burning  bush,  he  was  commanded  to 
take  off  his  shoes.  Millions  of  people  still  remove  their  shoes  when  they 
go  into  sacred  places.  All  of  us  would  be  shocked  if  we  saw  a  man 
enter  a  chapel  with  his  hat  on.  Yet  in  some  places  a  man  shows  his 
reverence  by  wearing  his  hat.  In  some  cathedrals,  until  recently,  a 
woman's  head  always  had  to  be  covered.  These  are  all  common  outward 
forms  of  showing  reverence  in  sacred  places.  They  all  may  help  in 
recognition  of  reverence,  but  none  of  them  is  of  any  value  if  the  essential 
of  true  worship  is  lacking.  The  Samaritan  woman  at  the  well  was 
concerned  with  outward  forms  when  she  asked  whether  it  was  proper 
to  worship  in  the  mountains  as  the  Samaritans  did  or  in  the  temples 
as  the  Jews  did.  The  Savior,  as  he  so  often  did,  disregarded  the  form 
and  in  his  answer  went  directly  to  the  essence.  "The  hour  cometh," 
he  said,  "and  now  is,  when  the  true  worshippers  shall  worship  the 
Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth."  (John  4:23.) 


The  first  basic  principle  of  worship  is:  Worship 
is  based  on  spiritual  thoughts. 

What  has  the  Savior  said?  That  we  must  wor- 
ship in  spirit.  Spiritual  thoughts  control  our  worship. 
To  become  Christlike  in  our  acts  we  must  first  be- 
come Christlike  inwardly.  Whenever  we  see  irrever- 
ent action  we^  can  be  sure  there  is  an  irreverent 
thought.  To  change  the  action  we  must  first  change 
the  thought.  Rather  than  scolding  those  who  are 
irreverent  we  should  inspire  them  to  seek  the  king- 
dom of  God  in  their  hearts,  to  welcome  the  Savior 
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into  their  lives,  and  to  behave  in  his  house  as  they 
would  in  the  home  of  their  dearest  friend.  With  such 
thoughts  reverent  acts  are  inevitable.  President 
David  O.  McKay  once  said,  "It  is  the  principle  of 
self-control  that  lies  at  the  basis  of  reverence  and 
good  order."  He  quotes  Ruskin,  who  wrote,  "Rev- 
erence is  the  noblest  state  in  which  man  can  live  in 
the  world."  "Reverence,"  he  continues,  "is  one  of  the 
signs  of  strength;  irreverence,  one  of  the  surest  indi- 


*Talk  presented  at  the   Sunday   School   session   of  general   con- 
ference in  the  Tabernacle,  October  3,  1969. 
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cations  of  weakness.  No  man  will  rise  high  who  jeers 
at  sacred  things.  The  fine  loyalties  of  life  must  be 
reverenced  or  they  will  soon  be  foresworn  in  the 
day  of  trial." 

When  the  Savior,  after  his  resurrection,  walked 
with  the  disciples  on  the  road  to  Emmaus  and  final- 
ly left  them  without  disclosing  his  identity,  they  said 
to  each  other,  realizing  how  close  they  had  been  to 
the  Lord,  "Did  not  our  hearts  bum  within  us?" 
When  we  have  had  a  worshipful  experience  in  Sun- 
day School  or  sacrament  meeting,  cannot  we  too  say, 
"Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us?" 

The  second  principle  of  worship  is:  A  sacred  place 
helps  us  focus  our  thoughts  upon  God. 

I'm  not  harking  back  to  the  Samaritan  woman 
to  decide  whether  the  groves  and  the  mountains  are 
better  than  the  temples  for  the  worship  of  God.  The 
point  is  this:  It  is  easier  to  be  reverent  when  all  the 
surroundings  contribute  to  that  reverence  than  it  is 
in  an  atmosphere  of  gaiety  or  worldliness,  noise  and 
bustle. 

The  Savior  went  into  the  desert  for  forty  days  of 
contemplation,  and  later  he  went  up  onto  the  Mount 
of  Transfiguration.  He  wanted  to  be  alone  in  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane  in  his  hour  of  agony,  when 
he  offered  up  his  prayer  to  his  Father  in  heaven. 
Elijah  sought  a  cave  where  he  could  hear  the  still 
small  voice  above  the  lightning,  the  fire,  and  the 
thunder.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  went  into  the 
Sacred  Grove. 

Our  chapels  are  built  and  dedicated  for  this  very 
purpose.  In  a  way,  each  of  them  is  a  sacred  grove 
where  we  can  gather  to  shut  out  the  crass  noise  and 
clatter  of  the  world  and  gather  ourselves  in  common 
bonds  of  prayerful  petition.  Do  we  reaUze  that  when 
we  are  speaking  to  our  neighbor  during  the  devo- 
tional prelude  we  may  be  interrupting  an  act  of 
devotion?  Conversation  and  worship  do  not  go  to- 
gether in  the  chapel.   They  are  mutually  exclusive. 

As  a  boy  sitting  in  the  old  Huntsville  chapel,  I 
used  to  look  at  a  picture  on  the  wall  which  said, 
"This  is  the  house  of  the  Lord."  It  would  be  well 
for  each  of  us  to  have  that  motto  within  himself: 
This  is  the  house  of  the  Lord.  In  a  way  this  chapel 
is  a  sacred  grove  for  each  of  us.  We  need  no  marble 
temple  or  elegant  cathedrals.  Our  most  humble 
chapels  serve.  It  is  our  attitude  that  makes  the  place 
sacred.  The  building  has  been  dedicated  to  worship, 
but  we  should  dedicate  ourselves  as  well  as  our  build- 
ings to  worship.  Then,  and  only  then,  can  the  Spirit 


of  our  Heavenly  Father  enter  into  our  hearts  and 
speak  to  us  as  did  the  still  small  voice  to  Elijah. 

The  third  principle  of  worship  to  which  I  would 
direct  our  thoughts  is  this:  Every  act  of  the  worship 
service  builds  or  hinders  reverence. 

The  procedure  of  the  Sunday  School  worship 
service  has  developed  over  a  period  of  50  years  to  a 
point  that,  if  leaders  prepare  and  see  that  the  partici- 
pants prepare,  a  reverent  feeUng  will  almost  inevit- 
ably result.  A  careful  organist  can  so  guide  the  de- 
votional prelude  that  the  congregation  will  join  him 
in  contemplation  of  the  teachings  of  our  Savior.  In 
a  true  worship  service  the  opening  hymn  and  the 
prayer  invoke  the  blessings  of  our  Father  in  heaven. 
The  bishop  and  the  superintendent  have  prepared 
so  well  that  all  unnecessary  announcements  are  elim- 
inated. There  are  never  any  references  to  baseball 
games,  parties,  dinners,  or  other  events  not  in  keep- 
ing with  the  spirit  of  worship.  The  chorister  con- 
ducts the  hymn  practice  with  dignity  and  emphasizes 
the  meaning  of  the  verses. 

The  superintendency  has  met  with  those  who  are 
to  give  the  2  ^^ -minute  talks,  lead  the  sacrament 
gems,  and  administer  the  sacramental  prayers,  so 
that  those  who  are  to  participate  appreciate  the 
interest  and  concern  of  the  superintendency  that 
they  do  well  and  that  they  know  the  reasons  for 
their  service  and  the  ways  best  to  render  that  service. 
Superintendents,  it  is  a  good  idea  to  write  down  your 
thoughts  for  each  of  these  assignments  and  pass 
them  on  to  those  whom  you  ask  to  serve.  Let  them 
read  and  think  in  private  about  the  sacredness  of 
their  callings  so  that  they  can  bend  their  knees  in 
prayer  and  humble  their  minds  in  preparation  before 
the  service  begins.  Invite  the  participants  to  your 
prayer  meetings  to  tune  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  tune 
out  worldly  concerns. 

Use  the  checkHst  to  improve  the  worship  service.^^ 
Make  each  item  your  concern  and  strive  for  perfec- 
tion. Use  reverential  language  and  refined  taste  so 
that  all  crudities  may  vanish  from  the  service;  so 
that  every  thought,  every  environmental  influence 
and  every  act  may  be  for  a  single  purpose — to  in- 
vite the  Holy  Spirit  of  our  Father  in  heaven  to  dwell 
with  us.  Every  gesture  is  important.  Every  inflec- 
tion of  voice  carries  its  message.  Let  us  strive  for 
perfection  in  every  detail,  that  the  Lord  may  be 
with  us. 


iSee   The  Instructor,   January,   1970,   page   17. 
Library  File  Reference :  WORSHIP. 
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Wherefore,  may  the  kingdom  of  God  go 

forth,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  may  come. 

— Doctrine  and  Covenants  65:6. 

by  Roy  W.  Doxey* 

In  October,  1831  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  re- 
ceived a  revelation  which,  if  followed  by  the  saints  of 
God,  would  bring  temporal  salvation  in  this  life  and 
spiritual  salvation  in  the  worlds  to  come.  The  em- 
phasis in  this  scripture  is:  "Prepare  ye  the  way  of 
the  Lord . . .  make  ready  for  the  Bridegroom."  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  65:3.)^ 

How  is  this  goal  of  being  prepared  for  the  second 
coming  of  Christ  realized?  In  ancient  times  Daniel 
dreamed  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  and  the  set- 
ting up  of  the  kingdom  of  God  "without  hands"  in 
the  last  days;  in  1831  the  Lord  said  that  the  king- 
dom of  God  was  upon  the  earth.  (65:2.)  That 
kingdom  is  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  "only  true  and  living  church  upon  the 
face  of  the  whole  earth,"  having  all  the  power  neces- 
sary to  save  man.  ( See  1:30.) 

Man,  according  to  the  revelation,  is  to  "hearken," 
"pray,"  "make  known,"  and  "be  prepared."  (65:1, 
4,  5.)  Here  is  the  key:  Give  heed,  pray,  become  in- 
volved in  the  work  of  salvation,  and  be  prepared  for 
that  glorious  day  when  the  kingdom  of  heaven  will 
meet  with  the  kingdom  of  God  upon  the  earth  at 
the  second  coming  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  a  word,  it  is 
man's  duty  to  unite  with  the  true  Church,  that  he 
might  receive  salvation  and  render  assistance  to  God 
and  that  the  kingdom  might  go  forth.  (23:7;  65:4.) 

The  expressions  "kingdom  of  God"  and  "king- 


For  Course  9,  lesson  26  (March  8),  "A  Latter-day  Saint  Works 
and  Prepares  for  Church  Activity";  for  Coyrse  17,  lesson  31  (April 
26),  "Distinctive  Features  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants";  for 
Course  25,  lessons  30  and  32  (April  19  and  May  3) ,  "Developing  Faith 
in  Christ"  and  "You  May  Be  too  Late";  for  Course  27,  lesson  25, 
(April  5),  "Let  Your  Light  So  Shine";  to  support  family  home 
evening  lessons  30  and  32;   and  of  general  interest. 

*Roy  Watkins  Doxey  is  a  professor  of  Scripture  and  assistant  dean 
of  Religious  Instruction  at  Brigham  Young  University.  Before  taking 
his  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees  at  George  Washington  University,  he 
completed  a  mission  to  Canada  (1930-1932)  and  later  served  as 
president  of  the  Eastern  States  Mission.  He  has  also  been  a  stake 
high  councilor  and  a  YMMIA  general  board  member,  and  is  cur- 
rently the  president  of  the  Provo  (Utah)  Stake.  He  and  his  wife. 
Alberta  Opheikens,  have  four  children  and  are  members  of  the  Provo 
23rd  Ward. 

^Further  scriptural  references  in  this  article  from  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  are  indicated  by  section  and  verse  only. 


dom  of  heaven"  are  sometimes  used  synonymously, 
but  the  Lord  also  uses  them  in  a  distinctive  sense. 
The  kingdom  of  God  is  "that  part  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  previously  established  as  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  on  the  earth";  whereas  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  that  kingdom  behind  the  veil  which  will 
merge  with  the  Church  upon  the  earth — "the  literal 
kingdom  which  is  to  supersede  and  comprise  all  na- 
tional or  racial  divisions."^ 

It  should  be  remembered,  as  Elder  Talmage  said : 

The  Kingdom  of  God,  already  set  up  upon  the 
earth,  does  not  aspire  to  temporal  domination  among 
the  nations.  It  seeks  not  to  overthrow  any  existing 
forms  of  government;  it  does  not  profess  to  exer- 
cise control  in  matters  that  pertain  to  the  govern- 
ments of  the  earth,  except  by  teaching  correct  prin- 
ciples and  trying  to  get  men  to  live  according  to  the 
principles  of  true  government,  before  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  shall  come  and  be  established  upon  the 
earth  with  a  King  at  the  head.  But  when  He  comes, 
He  shall  rule  and  reign,  for  it  is  His  right.^ 

Are  You  Prepared? 

"Wherefore,  may  the  kingdom  of  God  go  forth  . . ." 
that  the  millennial  reign  of  the  Master  might  begin. 
The  important  question  is  whether  or  not  we,  who 
have  the  vision  of  what  is  to  take  place  before  that 
time  comes,  will  contribute  to  the  enrolling  work  of 
the  Lord.  He  has  said  that  he  will  raise  up  unto 
himself  a  people  who  will  serve  him  in  righteousness; 
therefore,  it  is  important  for  each  member  of  the 
Church  to  be  among  those  who  will  be  ready.  (100: 
15-17.)  But  what  should  we  do  to  prepare  for  this 
blessed  condition?  Four  things  are  indicated.  We 
must: 

1.  Hearken  and  give  heed  to  the  Lord's  com- 
mandments, for  his  voice  has  been  heard  from  on 
high,  and  he  has  empowered  men  to  act  for  him.  (See 
1:17,  18;  65:1.)  This  includes  keeping  the  covenants 
we  make  at  baptism  and  in  the  holy  temples. 

2.  Pray  in  humility  for  strength  to  overcome  the 
adversary  of  truth  and  to  increase  in  faith.  (See  1: 
19-23.)  The  prayerful  member  of  the  Church  who 
has  the  testimony  of  Jesus  will  look  forward  to  his 
coming  in  glory.  ( See  45:39.) 

3.  Labor  to  build  up  Zion.  In  addition  to  being 
"bom  again"  by  the  Holy  Ghost  that  his  life  might 
be  a  light  unto  others,  each  one  is  obligated  to  be 
an  active  member  of  the  Church,  to  help  establish 
the  cause  of  Zion.  (See  6:6,  7;  38:40;  also  Alma 
5:14-3L)^ 

(Concluded  on  page  44.) 

2James  E.  Talmage,  The  Articles  of  Faith;  University  Press, 
Cambridge,   Mass.,   1949;    pages  366,   367. 

3Roy  w.  Doxey,  The  Latter-day  Prophets  and  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  Volume  2;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
1964;  page  369. 

*See  also  Roy  W.  Doxey,  Zion  in  the  Last  Days;  Bookcraft,  Inc., 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1968;  pages  35-44. 
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Lesson  Enrichment  for  Faculty  Meeting 

STRATEGIES 

OF  THE 

MASTER 

TEACHER 

by  Rex  D.  Pinegar* 

The  Master  set  the  example  for  those  who  desire 
to  be  effective  teachers  of  gospel  principles.  His 
teaching  was  so  effective  that  one  of  his  students, 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  declared: 

Fm  a  rough  stone.  The  sound  of  the  hammer  and 
the  chisel  was  never  heard  on  me  until  the  Lord  took 
me  in  hand.  I  desire  the  learning  and  wisdom  of 
heaven  alone.^ 

What  must  a  teacher  do  to  create  such  an  atti- 
tude in  his  students?  An  example  of  the  Master 
Teacher's  work  follows: 

And  he  put  forth  a  parable  to  those  which  were 
bidden,  when  he  marked  how  they  chose  out  the 
chief  rooms;  saying  unto  them, 

When  thou  art  bidden  of  any  man  to  a  wedding, 
sit  not  down  in  the  highest  room;  lest  a  more  hon- 
ourable man  than  thou  be  bidden  of  him; 

And  he  that  bade  thee  and  him  come  and  say  to 
thee,  Give  this  man  place;  and  thou  begin  with 
shame  to  take  the  lowest  room. 

But  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and  sit  down  in 
the  lowest  room;  that  when  he  that  bade  thee  com- 
eth,  he  may  say  unto  thee.  Friend,  go  up  higher: 
then  shalt  thou  have  worship  in  the  presence  of  them 
that  sit  at  meat  with  thee. 

For  whosoever  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased; 
and  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted. 

Then  said  he  also  to  him  that  bade  him,  When 
thou  makest  a  dinner  or  a  supper,  call  not  thy 
friends,  nor  thy  brethren,  neither  thy  kinsmen,  nor 
thy  rich  neighbours;  lest  they  also  bid  thee  again, 
and  a  recompence  be  made  thee. 

{Concluded  on  following  page.) 

*Rex  Dee  Pinegar  is  an  assistant  professor  of  Special  Education 
at  Brigham  Yomig  University  and  a  member  of  the  Sunday  School 
general  board  teacher  training  committee.  He  took  his  Ed.D.  in  1967 
from  the  University  of  Southern  California  after  studying  at  San 
Francisco  State  College  and  Brigham  Young  University.  He  also 
works  with  the  American  Association  on  Mental  Deficiency.  He  has 
served  in  many  Church  auxiliaries  and  priesthood  groups  and  pres- 
ently lives  in  the  Pleasant  View  3rd  Ward,  East  Sharon  (Utah) 
Stake.  His  wife  is  Bonnie  Lee  Crabb;  the  couple  have  five  children. 

^Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith;  compiled  by  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1958; 
page  256. 
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STRATEGIES   OF  THE  MASTER  TEACHER     (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 

But  when  thou  makest  a  feast,  call  the  poor,  the 
maimed,  the  lame,  the  blind: 

And  thou  shalt  be  blessed;  for  they  cannot  recom- 
pense thee:  for  thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at  the  res- 
urrection of  the  just.  (Luke  14:7-14.) 


From  a  review  of  the  Master's  techniques  we 
find  the  following  seven  strategies: 

1.  Preassessment.  Being  prepared  in  knowledge 
and  spirit,  the  Savior  knew  the  needs  of  his  students. 
Observing  the  pride  of  the  Pharisees  and  knowing 
such  behavior  would  cause  them  to  become  "abased" 
in  the  sight  of  God,  he  taught  them  how  to  become 
humble. 

2.  Objectives  for  behavior  improvement.  The 
Savior's  objective  with  this  parable  was  to  change  a 
concrete  current  behavior — choosing  "rooms"  or 
seats,  in  a  manner  which  denoted  pride  rather  than 
humility — into  a  more  desirable  behavior. 

3.  Learning  Activities.  The  activities  he  pre- 
scribed to  change  this  behavior  gave  the  Savior's 
students  an  immediate  opportunity  to  recognize 
(see)  the  principle  of  humility  being  taught,  discuss 
it,  and  try  out  the  ideas  being  presented.  The  per- 
formance of  these  activities  could  bring  each  learner 
to  a  discovery  of  the  truth  being  taught.  The  choos- 
ing of  seats  and  the  selecting  of  guests  to  attend 
a  feast  in  their  individual  homes  were  actions  with 
which  all  his  students  were  familiar.  Thus  the  Savior 
taught  using  meaningful  activities  from  the  lives  of 
his  students. 

4.  Teaching  Techniques.  The  examples  given 
throughout  this  chapter  (Luke  14)  show  the  Master 
using  "recall"  of  a  common  experience  (inviting  oth- 
ers to  eat,  verse  12);  reference  to  a  common  house- 
hold item  (salt,  verse  34);  a  common  chore  or 
activity  (care  of  animals,  verse  5);  and  a  parable 
(verses  7-11).  Elsewhere  we  read  that  the  Savior  on 
occasion  lectured.  (See  3  Nephi  12,  13,  14.)  It  ap- 


pears that  the  nature  of  the  occasion  helped  in  de- 
termining the  teaching  techniques  to  be  used, 

5.  Testimony  and  power.  Those  being  taught 
by  the  Master  recognized  his  power  and  the  truth 
of  his  teachings.  (See  Luke  14:4;  John  7:15.)  The 
Savior  was  displaying  the  same  power  and  testimony 
in  his  teaching  as  he  did  in  healing  the  palsy.  (See 
Luke  14:2.) 

6.  Assignment.  Having  heard  the  Master's  les- 
sons, the  students  received  an  assignment  to  do  spe- 
cific things  to  try  out  the  principle  just  taught  (for 
example,  Luke  14:13-14,  "when  thou  makest  a  feast, 
call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame,  the  blind"). 

7.  Evaluation.  A  general  principle  was  provided 
for  the  student  to  use  as  a  guide  in  evaluating  his 
own  behavior  as  he  tried  applying  the  lesson.  ("For 
whosoever  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased;  and  he 
that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted." — Luke  14: 

11.) 

Every  teacher  of  truth  should  be  willing  to  follow 
the  Master's  lead  in  the  use  of  the  seven  strategies 
given  above  and  in  giving  credit  to  the  source  of  all 
truth.  As  he  teaches  his  Sunday  School  class,  the 
teacher  should  keep  in  mind  this  counsel  of  the 
Master  Teacher: 

And  the  Jews  marvelled,  saying,  How  knoweth 
this  man  letters,  having  never  learned? 

Jesus  answered  them,  and  said,  My  doctrine  is 
not  mine,  but  his  that  sent  me. 

If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the 
doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak 
of  myself. 

He  that  speaketh  of  himself  seeketh  his  own 
glory:  but  he  that  seeketh  his  glory  that  sent  him, 
the  same  is  true,  and  no  unrighteousness  is  in  him. 
(John  7: 15-18.) 
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"THY  KINGDOM  COME"      (Concluded  from  page  42.) 

4.  Be  prepared  for  any  eventuality.  (65:5.)  In 
these  days  when  men's  hearts  are  failing  them  and 
the  signs  of  the  imminence  of  the  Lord's  coming  are 
abundant,  the  following  coxmsel  from  President  Jo- 
seph F.  Smith  is  pertinent: 

.  .  .  We  should  live  so  near  to  the  Lord,  be  so 
humble  in  our  spirits,  so  tractable  and  pliable,  under 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  will  be  able 
to  know  the  mind  and  will  of  the  Father  concerning 
us  as  individuals  and  as  officers  in  the  Church  of 
Christ  under  all  circumstances.  And  when  we  live 
so  that  we  can  hear  and  understand  the  whisperings 


of  the  still  small  voice  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  let  us  do 
whatsoever  that  Spirit  directs,  without  fear  of  the 
consequences.  It  does  not  make  any  difference 
whether  it  meets  the  minds  of  carpers  or  critics,  or 
of  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom  of  God  or  not.  Is  it 
agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  Lord?  Is  it  compatible 
with  the  spirit  of  the  great  latter-day  work  in  which 
we  are  engaged?  Is  the  end  aimed  at  likely  to  ad- 
vance the  Church  and  to  strengthen  it  in  the  earth? 
If  its  trend  is  in  that  direction,  let  us  do  it,  no  mat- 
ter what  men  say  or  think.^ 


^As  quoted  in  Roy  W.  Doxey,   The  Latter-day  Prophets  and  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Volume  1;  pages  466-467. 
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Mary  Anne  learned  that 
choosing  to  do  right  would  ... 

MAKE  THE 
DAY  HAPPY! 


by  Carol  C.  Smith* 


Learning  to  make  right  choices  is  one  of  the 
most  important  reasons  for  our  existence.  We  have 
taken  bodies  and  come  to  this  earth  to  be  tested. 
Our  exaltation  will  depend  upon  the  choices  we 
make  during  this  life. 

Five-  and  six-year-olds  are  becoming  aware  of 
the  world  around  them.  At  the  age  of  eight  they 
will  be  baptized  and  held  accountable  for  the  things 
they  do,  the  choices  they  make.  It  is  vital  that  they 


For  Course  3,  lesson  28  (March  8),  "Other  People  Have  Things 
That  Belong  to  Them";  for  Course  4,  lesson  49  (March  22),  "Right 
Choices";  for  Course  5,  lessons  24  to  27  (April  5  to  26),  "We  Have 
the  Right  to  Choose,"  "Being  Responsible  for  Our  Actions,"  "Kind 
Helpers  Guide  Us  in  Making  Choices,"  and  "Saying  What  Is  True 
Makes  Everybody  Happy";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons 
25  and  29. 


be  given  a  strong  foundation  in  the  teachings  of  the 
gospel.  Before  right  choices  can  be  made,  the  child 
must  be  taught  the  standards  that  are  expected  of 
him. 

Children  must  be  given  constant  opportunity  to 
make  choices  in  situations  where  adults  can  help 
them  evaluate  their  actions.  It  is  by  doing  and  say- 
ing that  children  learn. 

The  following  is  a  true  story  of  a  five-year-old 

*  Carol  Christopherson  Smith  is  the  mother  of  two  small  children, 
a  former  schoolteacher,  and  a  member  of  the  Sunday  School  gen- 
eral board.  A  1960  graduate  of  the  University  of  Utah,  she  has  also 
served  as  a  teacher  and  administrator  in  many  stake  and  ward 
organizations.  She  and  her  husband,  Kenneth  McNeil  Smith,  are 
members  of  East  Millcreek  8th  Ward,   Mt.  Olympus    (Utah)    Stake. 
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who  was  confronted  with  a  choice  and  the  way  she 
handled  it. 

The  Tiny  PlasHc  Cup 

Mary  Anne  was  five.  She  and  her  mother  were 
spending  a  day  out  together.  They  had  had  lunch  in 
a  nice  restaurant  and  now  they  were  shopping.  It  had 
been  a  lovely  day  and  both  Mother  and  Mary  Anne 
were  having  a  wonderful  time.  Mary  Anne  felt  very 
happy  inside. 

While  her  mother  was  looking  at  some  ribbon, 
Mary  Anne  quietly  played  with  some  tiny  plastic 
cups  and  plates  she  had  found  on  the  store  shelf. 
They  were  so  little  and  pretty,  and  Mary  Anne  liked 
them  very  much. 

"Come,  Mary  Anne,  I  am  ready  to  go!"  Mother 
was  calling.  Mary  Anne  quickly  put  the  tiny  cups 
and  plates  back  in  the  box  on  the  shelf — that  is,  all 
but  one  cup.  This  cup  Mary  Anne  quickly  slipped 
into  her  coat  pocket.  She  liked  it  so  much,  and  the 
store  people  would  never  miss  anything  so  small. 

Mary  Anne  took  hold  of  her  mother's  hand  and 
walked  out  of  the  store.  They  got  into  the  car  and 
backed  out  of  the  parking  place.  Mary  Anne  was 
sitting  very  still  on  the  seat  of  the  car.  Mother  looked 
over  at  her.  "What  has  happened  to  my  little  chat- 
terbox?" she  asked. 

Mary  Anne  didn't  feel  hke  talking.  She  wasn't 
having  a  good  time  any  more.  The  happy,  excited 
feeling  she  had  had  all  day  was  gone.  She  felt  lonely 
and  unhappy  inside. 

Mary  Anne's  hand  slipped  into  her  pocket  and 
closed  around  the  tiny  cup.  She  felt  worse  with  her 
fingers  around  it.  She  wanted  to  tell  Mother,  but 
her  throat  was  so  tight  she  couldn't  speak,  and  slow- 
ly the  tears  spilled  over  and  dripped  onto  her  red 
coat. 

"What's  wrong?"  Mother  asked,  anxiously. 

Mary  Anne  quietly  took  the  cup  from  her  pocket 
and  held  it  up  for  Mother  to  see. 

"Where  did  you  get  that?" 

Mary  Anne's  lip  was  quivering, 

"Did  you  take  it  from  the  store,  Mary  Anne?" 

Mary  Anne's  sorrow  for  what  she  had  done  was 
so  heavy  in  her  heart  she  could  not  stop  crying  and 
could  only  nod  "Yes"  to  Mother. 

Quickly  Mother  turned  the  car  around  and  drove 
back  to  the  store.  Mother  and  daughter  went  in  to- 
gether, but  Mother  stood  back  as  the  little  girl  ap- 
proached the  clerk  at  the  counter. 

Mary  Anne  looked  back  at  Mother.  It  made  her 
feel  safer  with  Mother  there,  and  it  gave  her  the 
strength  to  face  what  must  be  done.  She  put  the 
cup  on  the  counter.  "I  took  it."  She  couldn't  make 


her  voice  big.  It  didn't  even  sound  like  her  own 
voice  at  all.   "I'm  sorry." 

The  clerk  glanced  at  Mother,  then  smiled  at  Mary 
Anne.  "Thank  you,"  she  said  quietly.  Then,  "Please 
come  back  and  shop  with  us  again." 

The  great  weight  in  Mary  Anne's  heart  was  sud- 
denly gone,  and  she  smiled  back  at  the  clerk.  When 
she  and  Mother  were  back  in  the  car.  Mother  hugged 
her. 

"I'm  sorry  I  made  our  happy  day  so  sad,"  Mary 
Anne  said. 

"Mary  Anne,"  Mother  said,  still  holding  her  close, 
"it  was  wrong  to  take  the  cup,  but  you  have  made 
my  day  happy  because  now  I  know  you  are  strong 
enough  to  choose  to  do  the  right  thing,  even  when 
it  is  very  hard." 

Class  Activity  with  Pictures 

As  teachers  and  parents  we  can  help  children 
make  right  choices  by  anticipating  the  situations 
they  will  meet  and  then  helping  them  prepare  them- 
selves to  make  the  right  choice. 

We  have  all  heard  the  saying  that  if  you  make 
the  decision  right  now  you  are  saved  making  a  new 
decision  each  time  the  situation  arises.  This  is  what 
we  want  to  help  our  children  do — decide  on  prin- 
ciples of  right  and  wrong  that  will  guide  them  in  any 
situation.  The  challenge  is  both  exciting  and  re- 
warding. 


Library  File  Reference :  CHOICE. 

In  each  picture  shown  here  the  child  is  in  a  choice- 
making  situation.  Use  one  picture  at  a  time  and  ask  the 
children  what  the  picture  is  showing.  Then  ask,  "What 
choice  does  this  child  have  to  make?"  Let  the  children  ex- 
plore all  possibilities.  Discuss  which  choice  is  the  right 
choice  to  make.  Ask  them,  "Why  is  this  the  right  choice?" 
Discuss  the  gospel  principle  or  principles  they  have  based 
their  choices  upon.  These  may  include  "Honour  thy  father 
and  thy  mother,"  "Let  us  love  one  another,"  "Thou  shalt 
not  steal,"  etc.  (Pictures  may  be  cut  out  and  mounted  for 
individual  use.) 

After  discussion  of  the  pictures,  have  the  children  role- 
play  various  situations.  Use  those  that  are  especially  mean- 
ingful to  the  children  in  your  classroom.  "The  Reality  of 
Role  Playing,"  by  Victor  B.  Cline,  which  appeared  in  The 
Instructor  in  June,  1968  (page  220) ,  will  be  helpful  in  plan- 
ning this  part  of  your  lesson. 

1.  Christine  has  found  some  coins  while  dusting.  Should 
she  find  out  who  lost  them,  or  keep  them  for  herself? 

2.  Cricket  has  been  asked  to  empty  the  wastebasket. 
Should  she  leave  her  play  and  do  so,  or  should  she  com- 
plain and  continue  to  play? 

3.  Kenneth  wants  to  play  with  Christine's  puppet.  Will 
she  let  him  have  it,  or  will  she  just  tease  him  and  keep  it? 

4.  Cricket  has  saved  some  money.  Should  she  run  out 
and  spend  it  all,  or  should  she  put  her  tithing  away  first? 

Photo  subjects  are:  1.  Christine  Smith;  2.  Marge  Davis  (mother). 
Cricket  Paul,  Kenneth  Smith;  3.  Kenneth  and  Christine  Smith; 
4.  Cricket  Paul;  all  of  East  Millcreek  8th  Ward,  Mount  Olympus  Stake. 
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LOVE 

THE 

GREATEST 

OF  ALL 


Jesus  said  unto  him,  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind. 

This  is  the  first  and  great  commandment. 

And  the  second  is  like  unto  it,  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  — Matthew  22:37-39. 

by  V eon  Riggs  Shupe* 


The  Abilify  to  Love  and  Be  Loved 

To  love  and  be  loved!  . . .  the  most  desirable  of  all 
achievements!  And  yet  we  know  so  little  about  the 
ways  and  means  of  getting  and  giving  love. 

Unless  we,  as  human  beings,  can  cultivate  and 
realize  this  greatest  of  all  great  arts,  nothing  else 
we  may  do  or  find  or  accomplish  in  life  will  bring  us 
happiness. 

How  Can   i   Love  Everyone? 

We  are  commanded  to  love  our  neighbor;  and  our 
neighbor,  we  are  told,  is  everyone.  But  how  can  I 
love  people  who  don't  like  me,  people  I  know  only 
casually,  people  I  have  never  even  seen,  with  the 
same  intensity  of  emotion  I  hold  for  my  own  family 
and  close  friends? 

Of  course  the  answer  is  that  there  are  different 
ways  to  love.  In  fact,  in  Greek,  the  original  lan- 
guage of  the  New  Testament,  there  are  three  differ- 
ent words  for  our  English  word  "love." 

Agape  is  the  Greek  word  for  love  as  it  is  used  in 
the  great  Christian  sense.  It  expresses  the  kind  of 
love  God  has  for  his  children,  embodying  a  general 
attitude  of  understanding,  compassion,  patience,  and 
redeeming  goodwill.  Sometimes  it  is  translated  in 
the  New  Testament  as  "charity."  This  love  is  not 
directed  toward  any  one  person  or  object;  it  is  rather 
a  general  disposition  to  serve,  to  respect  and  sympa- 
thize, and  to  work  for  the  good  of  others.  To  make 
this  attitude  of  charity  a  part  of  our  inner  lives  is 

For  Course  15,  lesson  27  (April  19),  "The  Writings  of  John";  for 
Course  17,  lesson  29  (April  12),  "Gems  of  Wisdom";  for  Course  19, 
lessons  24,  25  and  28  (March  8,  15,  and  April  12),  "Love."  "Home," 
and  "Happiness";  for  Course  25,  lessons  27  and  30  (March  22  and 
April  12),  "Meaningful  Prayer"  and  "Developing  Faith  in  Christ"; 
for  Course  27,  lesson  27  (April  19),  "Loving  Means  Sharing";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lessons  24  and  30;  and  of  general 
interest. 


the   challenge    of   the    commandment,    "Love    thy 
neighbor." 

How  Can  I  Learn  to  Love  Myself? 

It  is  impossible  to  cultivate  love  and  compassion 
for  others  until  you  have  first  learned  to  love  your- 
self. 

Loving  yourself  means  learning  to  respect  and 
find  confidence  in  yourself.   It  means: 

1.  Knowing  who  you  are — a  child  of  God,  pos- 
sessing Godlike  qualities  and  potentials. 

2.  Respecting  that  divinely  born  person — you. 

3.  Guarding  your  "me  intake."  Og  Mandino  said: 

And  most  of  all  I  will  love  myself.  For  when  I 
do,  I  will  zealously  inspect  all  things  which  enter  my 
body,  my  mind,  my  soul  and  my  heart. ^ 

We  can  make  our  minds  a  wondrous  Kbrary  or  a 
garbage  can.  The  choice  is  ours.  How  much  do  we 
care  about  ourselves? 

4.  Standing  up  for  yourself — ^being  true  to  your 
own  convictions. 

At  a  recent  personality  and  popularity  workshop 
one  of  the  young  people  said:  "Dare  to  be  true  to 
yourself  and  your  convictions.  We,  as  young  people, 
often  fear  that  this  wiU  jeopardize  our  chances  for 
popularity.  This  just  isn't  so.  Actually,  it  is  a  per- 
son's greatest  charm!" 

Another  young  man,  17  years  old,  said:   "The 


*As  a  professional  lecturer,  Veon  Riggs  Shupe  has  discussed 
charm,  personality,  salesmanship  and  public  relations  many  times  on 
radio  and  television.  Since  receiving  her  B.A.  from  Brigham  Young 
University  in  1939,  she  has  also  done  professional  acting,  served  as 
the  dean  of  women  at  Judson  School,  conducted  courses  for  BYU 
Education  Week,  published  poetry,  and  worked  widely  in  Church 
and  civic  organizations.  She  has  four  children  and  lives  in  Phoenix, 
Arizona,  where  she  teaches  the  Family  Relations  class  in  the  18th 
Ward,  Scottsdale  Stake. 

iQg  Mandino,  The  Greatest  Salesman  in  the  World,  page  66. 
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first  time  I  asked  this  girl  out  she  said  she  didn't 
go  to  drive-in  movies  because  neither  she  nor  her 
mother  thought  it  was  very  smart.  'It  is  just  asking 
for  trouble,'  she  said.  She  sure  is  my  first  choice, 
when  I  can  afford  it.  You  see,  I  have  to  take  her 
to  nice  places." 

So  love  of  self  indicates  acceptance  of  what  you 
are,  respect  for  your  individuality,  awareness  of  your 
great  possibilities,  and  the  desire  to  fulfill  yourself. 

Let  us  see  how  these  qualities  are  weighed  when 
romantic  love  enters  the  picture,  for  as  one  wise 
mother  said  to  her  son:  ".  .  .  If  you  meet  a  girl  in 
whose  presence  you  feel  a  desire  to  achieve;  who 
inspires  you  to  do  your  best,  and  to  make  the  most 
of  yourself,  such  a  young  woman  is  worthy  of  your 
love,  and  is  awakening  love  in  your  heart."^ 

How  Do  I  Find  the   Right  Person  ? 

It  is  not  so  much  finding  the  right  person  as  being 
the  right  person.  An  appalling  number  of  us  still 
live  in  the  10th  century  where  the  knight  sweeps  the 
waiting  princess  into  his  arms  and  onto  the  horse 
and  away  into  the  night  to  live  happily  forever  after! 
It  just  doesn't  happen  this  way.  Of  course,  every 
person  aspires  to  love  and  a  happy  marriage.  But 
if  only  we  could  realize  that  a  Lochinvar  will  not 
"come  out  of  the  west" — that  happiness  truly  is 
becoming  the  right  person.  I  know  many  wonderful 
young  people  who  pray  every  night  that  they  will 
"find  the  right  person,"  not  realizing  that  they  must 
help  make  their  prayers  come  true  The  magic  formula 
is:  Prayer  plus  preparation  makes  perfect. 

The  divorce  courts  would  almost  be  out  of  busi- 
ness and  detention  homes  for  delinquents  almost 
deserted  if  we  understood  the  importance  of  pre- 
paring for  love  and  marriage. 

It  has  been  wisely  said  that  in  order  for  one  to 
be  loved,  he  must  become  lovable. 

When  Should  I  Fall  in  Love? 

In  the  first  place,  we  should  not  "fall"  in  love, 
as  we  would  into  a  hole  or  ditch.  We  should  "walk" 
into  it  with  our  eyes  open.  We  aU  have  a  right  to 
be  loved — or  rather  to  make  ourselves  lovable.  Love 
doesn't  come  by  accident.    It  has  to  be  earned. 

As  to  when  to  fall  in  love — I  would  hope,  not 
too  soon.  It's  smart  to  try  not  to  fall  in  love  too 
young  because  falling  in  love  is  usually  followed  by 
wanting  to  get  married.  This  is  normal  and  right; 
but  if  we  have  these  desires  when  we  are  very  young, 
they  have  to  come  to  one  of  two  ends:  early  mar- 
riage, for  which  the  very  young  are  ill-prepared  and 
which  presents  many  risks;  or  long  frustration. 


2"The  Importance  of  Courtship  and  Significance  of  Temple  Mar- 
riage," by  President  David  O.  McKay;  The  Instructor,  July,  1965, 
page  259. 


How  Can  I  Prepare  for  Love  and  Marriage? 

First  you  must  be  serious  about  developing  quali- 
ties and  traits  that  will  make  you  maturely  lovable. 
Marriage  always  seems  a  long  way  off  to  the  young 
who  are  full  of  dreams  and  desires.  But  it  is  never 
too  soon  to  start  preparing  for  the  most  glorious  step 
ever  taken  in  the  progress  and  happiness  of  man- 
love  and  marriage.  Below  are  four  goals  in  such 
preparation: 

1.  Unselfishness.  Not  "Is  he  good  enough  for 
me?"  but  instead,  "Am  I  good  enough  for  him?" 
Concentrate  on  the  idea  of  improving  yourself  first. 

The  people  of  a  midwestern  town  were  honoring 
their  benevolent  judge  and  his  wife  on  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary.  Many  wonderful  things  were 
being  said  of  them,  such  as:  "Ideal  couple!"  "Ex- 
ample of  a  perfect  marriage!"  "Never  seen  anyone 
happier!"  and  so  forth.  After  all  the  complimentary 
speeches,  the  judge  stood,  looking  exactly  as  a  ven- 
erable judge  should  look,  and  gave  a  satisfactory 
talk.  But  it  was  his  peppery  little  wife  who  stole  the 
show.  When  her  turn  came  she  said,  "You  have  said 
that  we  have  been  an  ideal  couple.  We  have  been. 
You  have  said  that  no  one  has  been  happier.  This  is 
so.  And  I  take  all  the  credit!" 

Finally,  when  the  audience  quieted  down,  she 
went  on:  "Perhaps  I  should  explain.  When  I  met 
the  judge  and  decided  I  was  going  to  marry  him,  he 
was  going  with  another  girl.  They  were  engaged. 
Well,  I  got  him.  And  after  I  did  I  was  so  afraid  that 
he  would  think  he  had  chosen  the  wrong  girl  that 
I  worked  night  and  day  to  make  him  think  he  had 
made  the  right  choice.  And,  well,  I  guess  I  just  got 
into  the  habit  of  it!" 

How  wise  she  was  to  make  him  her  first  con- 
sideration, for  in  so  doing  she  caused  him  to  adore 
her!  An  old  Chinese  proverb  says:  Man  wrapped 
up  in  self  make  mighty  small  package. 

The  difference  between  UNITE  (meaning  bring 
close  together)  and  UNTIE  (meaning  pull  apart)  is 
where  you  put  the  I.  Let's  redo  the  alphabet  and 
consider  putting  U  before  I. 

Both  the  girl  and  boy  should  study  and  master 
the  qualities  of  virtue,  honesty,  and  courtesy  before 
contemplating  marriage. 

2.  Homemaking  Skills.  It  is  just  as  important 
for  a  girl  to  know  how  to  maintain  a  home  beautiful- 
ly and  comfortably  as  it  is  for  a  boy  to  find  the  ways 
and  means  of  providing  one.  How  many  times  I  have 
heard  a  young  girl  say,  almost  boastfully,  "Oh,  I 
can't  boil  water!"  This  is  inexcusable.  A  girl  who  in 
sincerity  aspires  to  a  happy  marriage  must  recognize 
as  a  basic  requirement  the  art  of  homemaking. 

3.  Permanency.  We  should,  as  tiny  children  play- 

{Concluded  on  page  51.) 
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ATTITUDE 


by  Paul  R,  Cheesman 


Great  beauty,  great  strength,  and  great  riches 
are  really  and  truly  of  no  great  use;  a  right  heart 
exceeds  all.^  — Benjamin  Franklin. 

In  this  statement  the  word  "heart"  has  been  used 
to  allude  to  the  part  of  our  soul  which  is  most  sen- 
sitive— the  center  of  our  feelings  and  desires.  We 
have  been  told  through  the  scriptures  that  our  judg- 
ment is  determined  by  faith  and  works,  and  yet  de- 
tailed analysis  of  our  actions  and  thoughts  involves 
another  quality — why  do  we  do  or  think  certain 
things?  The  motives  or  attitudes  that  underlie 
our  actions  seem  to  be  important  in  the  Savior's 
teachings.  The  widow's  mite,  the  rich  man's  sacrifice, 
and  the  laborer's  unselfishness  were  examples  of  his 
soul-searching  methods  of  judging  deeds  according  to 
the  motives  behind  them.  If  two  men  earn  the  same 
amount  of  money  and  pay  the  same  amount  of  tith- 
ing, yet  one  pays  thankfully  and  willingly  while  the 
other  pays  begrudgingly,  they  perhaps  will  be  judged 
differently.  Attitude  seems  to  be  a  quality  that 
Jesus  stressed  when  he  added  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  to  the  Ten  Commandments. 

In  the  Book  of  Mormon  Nephi  gives  us  an  ex- 
cellent example  of  an  attitude  which  may  well  have 
strengthened  his  caUing  as  a  prophet  of  God.  Nephi 
and  his  brothers  were  instructed  by  divine  command, 
through  Lehi,  their  father,  to  return  to  Jerusalem 
and  obtain  the  brass  plates  of  Laban.  The  objective 
was  set  by  God,  and  Nephi  believed  it  could  be 
accomplished;  but  the  method  of  accomplishment 


For  Course  13,  lesson  26  (March  8),  "The  Full  Measure  of  Ser- 
vice"; for  Course  17,  lessons  25,  27,  and  28  (March  8,  22,  and  April  5), 
"God's  Relationship  to  Man"  and  "First  Principles  and  Ordinances"; 
for  Course  19,  lesson  24  (March  8),  "Love";  for  Course  25,  lessons 
29  and  30  (April  12  and  19),  "True  Humility'"  and  "Developing 
Faith  in  Christ";  for  Course  27,  lessons  22  and  26  (March  1  and 
April  12),  "First  Law  of  Heaven"  and  "A  Divine  Commission";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lessons  29  and  30;  and  of  general 
interest. 

iPoor  Richard's  Almanac,  edited  by  Dean  Walley;  Hallmark  Cards, 
Inc.,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  1967. 


was  left  up  to  these  young  men.  Nephi' s  attitude  is 
demonstrated  in  this  famous  passage: 

.  .  .  /  will  go  and  do  the  things  which  the  Lord 
hath  commanded,  for  I  know  that  the  Lord  giveth 
no  commandments  unto  the  children  of  men,  save  he 
shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may  accom- 
plish the  thing  which  he  commandeth  them.  (1  Ne- 
phi 3:7.) 

Notice  how  the  relationship  between  God  and 
man  develops  in  this  wonderful  historical  example. 
After  their  arrival  in  Jerusalem,  Nephi  and  his  broth- 
ers cast  lots  to  decide  who  should  get  the  plates. 
Laman  was  chosen.  He  went  to  the  house  of  Laban, 
made  his  request,  and  was  turned  away.  Laman  re- 
turned to  his  brothers,  and  they  were  about  to  re- 
turn to  their  father  empty-handed  until  Nephi 
restated  his  position  and  declared: 

.  .  .  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  we  live,  we  will 
not  go  down  unto  our  father  in  the  wilderness  until 
we  have  accomplished  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath 
commanded  us.  (1  Nephi  3:15.) 

Nephi  then  devised  a  plan  from  his  own  reason- 
ing and  suggested  that  they  obtain  the  treasures 
they  had  left  in  Jerusalem  and  trade  them  to  Laban 
for  the  plates.  But  when  they  went  to  the  house 
of  Laban  and  presented  him  with  their  precious 
things,  Nephi  and  his  brothers  were  thrown  out  of 
the  dwelling,  still  without  the  plates,  and  almost 
killed,  while  their  treasure  remained  in  Laban's 
hands. 

As  tibe  young  men  pondered  the  situation,  the 
difference  in  their  attitudes  became  plainly  evident. 
Laman  and  Lemuel  physically  attacked  Sam  and 
Nephi,  criticizing  them  for  losing  the  family's  treas- 
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ures.  An  angel  of  the  Lord  had  to  appear  in  order 
to  stop  the  fight. 

Why  had  the  plans  failed?  Wasn't  God  the  insti- 
gator of  the  plan?  No  doubt  all  of  the  sons  pondered 
this  question.  Nephi  knew  the  mission  was  impor- 
tant, yet  all  of  their  efforts  had  been  unsuccessful. 
Only  Nephi  possessed  faith  strong  enough  to  go  back 
to  the  city  after  successive  failures.  This  time,  with 
a  different  plan  but  the  same  strong  intention,  Nephi 
was  successful  in  obtaining  the  plates.  His  perfect 
trust  in  the  Lord  is  made  known  to  us  as  he  wrote; 
"...  I  was  led  by  the  Spirit,  not  knowing  before- 
hand the  things  which  I  should  do."  (1  Nephi  4:6.) 

What  a  great  lesson  of  faith,  obedience,  and  the 
importance  of  attitude  there  is  in  this  story!  We  also 
find  in  the  sequence  of  events  a  demonstration 
of  some  of  the  methods  the  Lord  uses  to  accomplish 
his  purposes  and  develop  us  at  the  same  time. 

We  live  in  a  world  of  hypocrisy  and  dishonesty, 
of  play-acting  and  non-reality.  Our  attitude  in  weigh- 
ing our  decisions  concerning  the  philosophies  of  the 
world  becomes  highly  important  in  determining  our 
status  as  Latter-day  Saints.  Do  we  really  believe  and 
practice  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  are  we 
becoming  part  of  the  world  of  hypocrisy  around  us? 
Why  do  we  do  the  things  we  do?  Are  we  working 
in  God's  kingdom  for  personal  power  or  for  the  glory 
of  God?  We  should  examine  our  motives  for  service 
in  any  capacity.  King  Benjamin  stated,  ".  .  .  When 
ye  are  in  the  service  of  your  fellow  beings,  ye  are 
only  in  the  service  of  your  God."  (Mosiah  2:17.) 


Our  integrity  is  determined  as  our  good  inten- 
tions are  carried  over  and  made  part  of  our  person- 
ality. Genuineness  and  dedication  should  be  part  of 
our  makeup.  Our  allegiance  to  God  should  be  pure 
and  must  spring  from  the  right  motivation: 

.  .  .  O  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of  God,  see 
that  ye  serve  him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind 
and  strength,  that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before 
God  at  the  last  day.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  4:2.) 


ATTITUDE 

Two  men 

Went  forth  to  serve 

Gladly 

And  with  excellence. 

For  the  first, 

Power  and  glory 

His  only  recompense. 

For  the  second 

A  greater  glory 

Beckoned. 

His  wish, 

To  exalt 

Other  men. 

To  serve  well 

But  silently. 

Which  one  are  we? 

— Millie  Foster  Cheesman. 

Library  File  Reference:  ATTITUDES. 


LOVE-THE  GREATEST  OF  ALL      (Concluded  from  page  49.) 

ing  as  "grown-ups"  in  the  playhouse,  aim  for  temple 
marriage. 

How  wonderful  it  would  be  if  everyone  would  go 
into  the  thought  of  a  wedding  ceremony  with  the  idea 
firmly  implanted,  "This  is  forever!"  As  Latter-day 
Saints  we  are  greatly  enlightened  upon  the 
breadth  and  scope  of  marriage.  But  even  with  this 
knowledge  we  must  eat,  live,  breathe,  sleep,  and 
dream  the  idea,  "For  me,  a  temple  marriage!"  and 
not  settle  for  anything  less. 

4.  Liking  One  Another.  Wouldn't  it  be  a  fine 
thing  if  we  could  fall  in  like  before  we  fall  in  love?  It 
is  no  great  accomplishment  to  cause  a  man  or  woman 
to  fall  in  love  with  you.  But  to  get  one  to  like  you 
is  an  achievement.  Liking  is: 

conversation  way  into  the  dark  hours 

toothpaste  and  stars 

runny  noses  and  laughter 

mud  and  sunshine 

low  spirits  and  soaring  ones. 


Liking  is  understanding, 

and  real  like  grows  into  true  love. 

Marriage  was  created  in  heaven  and  designed  by 
God  himself.  It  is  our  greatest  bid  for  happiness. 
It  is  worth  PREPARATION! 

Let's  Remember! 

The  teen  years  are  the  "preparing"  years.  Let's 
use  them  carefully  and  prayerfully,  and  not  gamble 
them  away  just  testing  and  trying  "way-out  things." 
Sometimes  we  can  get  so  far  out  we  are  unable  to 
get  back  in.  There  is  really  too  much  at  stake  to 
fool  around  with  uncalculated  risks,  the  explosives 
that  tempt  young  people  today.  God  loves  us  so 
dearly  that  he  saved  us  for  his  most  important 
times,  and  the  rare  and  precious  gifts  he  gave  to  you 
are  limitlessly  exciting  in  their  potential:  time,  free- 
dom of  choice,  the  ability  to  love  and  be  loved.  Let 
us  use  these  gifts  with  care.  These  years  of  choice 
and  decision  decide  our  destiny. 
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Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 

It  is  getting  to  be  an  old  trick  for  a  sacrament-meeting  speaker  to  ask 
all  who  are  converts  to  raise  their  hands.  Those  whose  parents  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  dutifully  comply  and  those  born  in  the  Church  look 
around  a  little  smugly.  Then  the  speaker  askSy  ''When  are  those  who  have 
not  raised  their  hands  going  to  become  converted?" 

There  is  just  enough  shock  value  left  in  the  device  to  gain  the  attention 
of  almost  everyone  and,  if  the  advantage  is  quickly  taken,  to  cause  a  few 
to  reexamine  the  problem  of  their  own  and  every  other  generation. 

PERSONAL  CONVERSION 


by  Samuel  L.  Holmes 


Although  the  restoration  of  the  gospel  cleared 
away  oppressive  misconceptions  about  the  Christian 
Church,  it  is  not  easy  to  stay  free  of  notions,  even 
about  conversion  and  the  faith  it  is  based  on,  which 
appear  to  be  safe  havens  from  the  trials  of  individual 
action  and  responsibility.  In  the  past  many  Chris- 
tians believed  that  being  converted  meant  being 
saved,  finally  and  conclusively,  as  the  elect  of  God. 
Conversion  for  them  was  a  status,  rather  than  a 
process;  an  achievement  instead  of  a  guide  to  right 
living.  Among  others,  the  main  emphasis  has  been 
on  participation  in  procedure  oriented  around  the 
institution  which  could  grant,  deny,  withdraw,  or 
condition  the  privilege  of  participation.  The  term 
conversion  still  has  no  one  single,  fixed  meaning 
among  all  who  call  themselves  Christian. 

But  if  men  are  saved  only  as  they  gain  knowledge,^ 
and  if  men  are  punished  only  for  their  own  sins,^ 
and  if  even  those  who  have  knowledge  must  continue 


For  Course  15,  lesson  29  (May  3),  "Saul's  Conversion";  for  Course 
17.  lessons  27  to  29  (March  22,  April  5  and  12),  "First  Principles  and 
Ordinances"  and  "Gems  of  Wisdom";  for  Course  25,  lessons  28  and 
30  (April  5  and  19),  "The  Results  of  Conversion"  and  "Developing 
Faith  in  Christ";  for  Course  27,  lessons  28  and  29  (April  26  and 
May  5),  "Mission  of  the  Church"  and  "Salvation  for  All";  for 
Course  29,  lesson  26  (April  12),  "The  Father  and  Son  Appear  to 
Joseph  Smith";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  28  and  30; 
and  of  general  interest. 

^See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:19. 

-See  Second  Article  of  Faith. 


to  repent,^  then  conversion  must  be  a  continuing 
process,  an  expanding  growth.  If  free  agency  is  a 
fact  of  life,  conversion  must  depend  largely  upon 
personal  awareness  and  considered  choices.  If  the 
gospel  is  founded  on  love,  then  conversion  requires 
a  conscientious  use  of  spiritual  powers  in  applying 
gospel  principles.  If  these  deductions  are  sound,  then 
no  man  is  converted  against  his  will,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  conversion  is  available  to  all  who  hear  the 
gospel. 

Adult  Conversion  a  Gradual  Process 

Attempting  a  short  definition,  by  the  term  adult 
conversion  I  mean  the  gaining  of  a  personal  knowl- 
edge, through  experience  and  study,  of  our  relation- 
ship with  God,  discovering  the  spiritual  concepts  and 
methods  incidental  to  that  relationship,  and  putting 
these  concepts  and  methods  to  use.  There  may  be 
a  guided  or  nurtured  growth  in  the  faith  precedent 
to  this  quest,  but  one  day  a  man  must  kneel  alone 
and  ask  for  himself.  The  accumulated  fund  of  re- 
ligious knowledge  and  the  inspiration  of  prophecy, 
commandments,  promises,  and  spiritual  gifts  we  can 
cherish  and  pass  on,  but,  like  anything  borrowed 


^See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  29:49. 
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from  the  past,  these  must  be  newly  earned  and  ex- 
perienced to  become  our  own.  That  treasure  may  be 
just  a  curiosity  unless  it  is  sparked  into  life,  like  a 
fire,  by  personal  conviction  and  commitment.  This 
conviction  is  a  product  of  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  operates  as  we  seek  it  and  allow  it. 

No  doubt  the  Holy  Ghost  works  upon  and  through 
children,  but  when  the  mind  and  spirit  go  through 
the  awkward,  rebellious,  doubting  and  testing  period 
of  adolescence,  a  new  appreciation  of  the  reality  of 
spiritual  power  must  be  comprehended. 

The  process  of  conversion  may  begin — or  end — 
at  any  age.  In  childhood  it  is  generally  derivative 
and  dependent.  Children  readily  accept  authority 
for  an  introduction  to  spiritual  matters  as  much  as 
for  physical  necessities.  Care  and  security  are  worth 
the  price  of  submission.  Indoctrination  is  easy  at 
that  stage.  It  has  its  value  in  making  known  the 
worth  of  a  heritage  and  in  training  in  methods.  It 
also  contains  a  risk  of  perpetuating  dependence  and 
weakening  the  desire  for  personal  experience. 

As  adolescence  advances,  with  its  conflicts  of  in- 
terests and  rebellions  against  authority,  the  security 
offered  by  parents  as  consideration  for  obedience  is 
not  so  acceptable.  Sacred  family  ties  become  strained 
as  intellectual  and  emotional  independence  clash 
with  parental  and  ecclesiastical  authority.  The  child- 
ish things  are  being  put  away,  as  Paul  understood. 
(1  Corinthians  13:11.)  The  time  for  adult  conver- 
sion has  arrived  as  part  of  the  maturing  process.  It 
is  at  this  critical  age  group  that  these  words  are 
aimed. 

Gain  the  Second  Faith 

The  Danish  mystic  Kierkegaard  wrote: 

The  highest  passion  in  man  is  faith,  and  here  no 
generation  begins  at  any  other  point  than  did  the 
preceding  generation;  every  generation  begins  all  over 
again;  the  subsequent  generation  gets  no  further  than 
the  foregoing — insofar  as  this  remained  faithful  to  its 
task  and  did  not  leave  it  in  the  lurch. 

PhiUips  Brooks  put  it  very  simply: 

There  is  a  first  faith  and  a  second  faith.  The  first 
faith  is  the  easy,  traditional  belief  of  childhood, 
taken  from  other  people,  believed  because  it  belonged 
to  the  time  and  the  land.  The  second  faith  is  the 
personal  conviction  of  the  soul. 

The  challenge  to  every  generation  is  to  gain  that 
second  faith,  that  is,  to  become  converted  as  adults 
and  to  undertake  all  that  flows  from  the  process. 
If  the  task  is  left  undone,  the  day  will  come  when  the 
parroting  of  pet  phrases  and  reliance  on  vicarious 
experience  will  be  discarded  as  meaningless.    Social 


and  family  pressures  may  prolong  the  period  of  con- 
formity, but  it  will  be  form  without  self-sustaining 
power.  Rarely  there  is  record  of  an  overwhelming 
illumination  of  the  spirit,  but  this  is  not  a  means  of 
conversion  for  most  of  us.  Miraculous  manifestations 
of  direct  revelation  seem  to  be  reserved  for  those  who 
are  called  to  bear  great  burdens.  And  even  then,  as 
Peter  found,  conversion  is  still  a  fluctuating  process. 
For  most  of  us  there  is  only  the  assurance  of  the 
possibility  of  a  quiet,  personal,  continuous  develop- 
ment of  faith,  subtle  and  secret  as  a  growing  seed. 
The  results  of  that  method  you  can  see  by  looking 
about  in  the  solid,  balanced  lives  of  unspectacular 
but  consistent  and  dependable  service  of  those  on 
whom  the  Lord  constantly  relies  in  his  Church.  This 
is  the  group  which  I  will  call  experimenters,  who 
have  accepted  the  invitation  to  ask  and  seek  and 
knock.  Before  discussing  their  method,  two  related 
but  dissimilar  groups  should  be  distinguished. 

Intellectuality  and  Spirituality 

At  one  extreme  there  are  some  who  conceive  of 
conversion,  or  a  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel, 
as  it  is  generally  put,  as  a  limited,  almost  measurable 
thing.  It  involves  expected  responses  in  certain 
words  and  acts.  It  is  a  conviction  which,  because  it 
is  treasured,  is  not  exposed  to  the  buffeting  of  occa- 
sional reexamination.  These  persons  are  sincere  and 
faithful,  but  insular  in  contacts  and  provincial  in 
thought.  Their  reading  and  reflection  are  limited  to 
what  is  necessary  to  preserve  their  beliefs  in  the 
state  when  they  were  first  realized.  Faith  in  these 
persons  may  be  founded  on  a  singular  event  by  which 
a  satisfactory  assurance  was  obtained.  Curiosity  no 
longer  compels  their  minds  to  venture  the  rigors  of 
comparative  religion  or  historical  perspective.  They 
are  good  people,  harming  no  one,  but  tend  to  be 
rigid,  self-protective,  and  ingrown.  Their  greatest 
problem  is  wondering  why  they  do  not  reach  young 
people. 

Then  there  is  another  extreme,  a  group  in  whom 
the  rebellions  of  adolescence  have  untimely  lingered. 
They  have  not  been  prepared  for  the  onslaught  of 
secular  learning.  Like  the  previous  group  they  tend 
to  be  overly  dependent  on  authority,  but  of  a  differ- 
ent type.  They  may  readily  accept  whatever  is 
revealed  to  them  by  a  PhD  (even  outside  his  disci- 
pline), but  they  dispute  the  reality  of  spiritual  ex- 
perience without  really  testing  it.  Many  in  this  group 
seem  to  be  reacting  against  the  restrictions  and 
rigidity  of  the  previous  group.  They  may  be  ethical 
and  conscientious,  and  are  frequently  scholarly  or 
effective  in  business.  In  religion,  however,  they  lack 
the  self -discipline  to  bring  themselves  within  the  in- 
(Concluded  on  page  59.) 
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Will  Prove 
Them" 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


And  there  stood  one  among  them  that  was  like 
unto  God,  and  he  said  unto  those  who  were  with 
him:  We  will  go  down,  for  there  is  space  there,  and 
we  will  take  of  these  materials,  and  we  will  make  an 
earth  whereon  these  may  dwell.  And  we  will  prove 
them  herewith,  to  see  if  they  will  do  all  things  what- 
soever the  Lord  their  God  shall  command  them. 

—Abraham  3:24-26. 

Perhaps  for  every  human  soul  the  most  important 
purpose  of  his  earthly  life  is  that  he  be  tested.  The 
question  for  every  one  of  us  is  the  same :  Will  we  be 
able,  among  all  the  trials  and  uncertainties  that  con- 
front us  in  life,  to  grow  and  develop  in  truth  and 
achieve  our  divine  identities  as  sons  and  daughters 
of  God? 

This  question  forces  each  of  us  to  consider  our 
basic  values.  When  asked  by  a  lawyer:  "Master, 
which  is  the  great  commandment  in  the  law?"  the 
Savior  answered: 

Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind. 
This  is  the  first  and  great  commandment.  And  the 
second  is  like  unto  it.  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour 
as  thyself.  (Matthew  22:37-39.) 

The  Savior's  answer  indicates  that  involvement 
in  three  great  loves  is  basic  to  the  plan  of  salvation: 
love  of  the  Lord,  love  of  others,  and  love  of  self. 
And  for  every  human  soul  a  testing  or  proving  is  in- 
volved in  each  one  of  these  loves. 

Loving  the  Lord 

Therefore,  be  not  afraid  of  your  enemies,  for  I 


For  Course  13,  lessons  26  and  32  (March  8  and  April  26),  "The 
Full  Measure  of  Service"  and  "He  That  Was  Lost";  for  Course  15, 
lesson  27  (April  19),  "The  Writings  of  John";  for  Course  17,  lesson 
29  (March  12),  "Gems  of  Wisdom";  for  Course  19,  lessons  24  and 
27  (March  8  and  April  5),  "Love"  and  "Service";  for  Course  25, 
lessons  25  and  28  (March  8  and  April  5),  "Feeling  as  Others  Feel" 
and  "The  Results  of  Conversion";  for  Course  27,  lessons  25  to  27 
(April  5  to  19),  "Let  Your  Light  So  Shine,"  "A  Divine  Commission," 
and  "Loving  Means  Sharing";  to  support  family  home  evening  les- 
sons 25  and  28;  and  of  general  interest. 


have  decreed  in  my  heart,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I  will 
prove  you  in  all  things,  whether  you  will  abide  in  my 
covenant,  even  unto  death,  that  you  may  be  found 
worthy.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  98: 14.) 

This  covenant  involves  an  implicit  trust  in  the 
Lord.  That  trust  is  built  first  upon  a  knowledge  of 
the  Savior's  principles,  which  comes  as  we  give  them 
intensive  study  and  receive  "line  upon  line,  precept 
upon  precept";  and  second,  upon  our  sincere  at- 
tempts to  live  those  principles.  As  Elder  Harold  B. 
Lee  has  said:  "A  truth  of  the  gospel  is  not  a  truth 
until  you  live  it.  You  do  not  really  believe  in  tithing, 
and  it  is  not  a  truth  of  the  gospel  to  you  until  you 
pay  it.  .  .  ."^ 

Third,  this  trust  comes  as  we  receive  a  witness 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  that  his  principles  and 
ordinances  are  true,  and  that  we  should  follow  his 
total  way  of  life. 

The  Lord  recognizes  that  it  will  take  time  for  us 
to  understand  and  implement  his  principles  and  or- 
dinances fully.  He  is  willing  to  forgive  our  mistakes 
if  we  strive  with  "real  intent"  and  are  willing  to  re- 
pent. "Behold,  he  who  has  repented  of  his  sins,  the 
same  is  forgiven,  and  I,  the  Lord,  remember  them 
no  more."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  58:42.) 

The  important  thing  for  us  to  remember  is  that 
though  others  may  misbehave,  though  others  may 
mistreat  us,  our  promise  to  the  Savior  is  that  we  will 
exemplify  his  way  of  life. 

There  are  many  examples  of  individuals  who  have 
demonstrated  loyalty  in  their  covenant  with  the 
Lord.  The  following  is  a  report  of  one  such  person 
in  our  own  time. 

THE  MAN   FROM   GOD'S   UNDERGROUND 

"In  the  spring  of  1965  I  was  asked  by  a  news- 
paper editor  to  see  a  Rumanian  pastor  who  had  just 
reached  the  West,  and  although  Iron  Curtain  refu- 
gees make  Uttle  splash  in  the  news  these  days  there 
was  something  about  this  man,  apparently,  that  lift- 
ed him  above  the  ordinary.  The  editor  had  received 
a  letter  from  a  friend,  a  successful  author,  who  had 
met  him.  He  passed  it  to  me  to  read. 

"  T  attach  a  few  notes  on  Pastor  Wurmbrand's 
experiences  as  he  told  them  to  me  for  over  two  hours. 
They  cannot  do  anything  like  justice  to  the  person- 
ality of  this  remarkable  man.  ...  I  must  say  I  have 
never  been  more  moved  by  an  account  of  the  human 
spirit.' . . . 

"I  went  in  search  of  the  pastor  and,  after  a  num- 
ber of  false  starts,  found  myself  a  .  .  .  member  of  a 
lunchtime  congregation  in  a   cold  London  church. 

^Harold  B.  Lee,  quoted  in  Theology:  The  Gospel  in  Principle  and 
Practice;  Brigham  Young  University  Press,  Provo,  Utah,  1965;  page  89. 

%y  Charles  Foley,  National  Review,  150  East  35th  St.,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10016;  February  27,  1968;  pages  183-186.  Used  by  permission. 
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'The  Rev.  R.  Wurmbrand  will  speak  on  his  four- 
teen years  in  Communist  prisons,'  said  a  poster  out- 
side. .  .  . 

"From  a  third  row  pew  I  saw  him  mount  the 
steps  with  a  long  impatient  stride.  He  was  56,  over 
six  feet  tall,  and  gaunt  as  a  Gothic  tower.  His  hair 
was  white.  The  eyes  were  striking:  blue,  compassion- 
ate, fierce,  set  in  dark  hollows.  He  looked  sick;  but 
the  vitality  that  played  off  him  was  being  felt  well 
past  the  third  row.  .  .  . 

"He  had  been  kidnapped  in  the  street  by  secret 
police  in  1948.  His  family  and  friends  were  told  that 
he  had  *fled  the  country.'  He  was  kept  for  the  first 
three  years  in  solitary  confinement.  His  cell  was  35 
feet  underground,  three  paces  by  three,  with  only  a 
tube  for  air.  ...  He  survived  torture,  drugging  and 
brainwashing,  in  one  jail  after  another  for  a  decade. 
He  was  offered  as  a  bribe  by  his  Communist  captors 
the  leadership  of  his  church  in  Rumania,  provided 
he  led  their  way.  ...  As  a  representative  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  his  blessing  was  politically  val- 
uable. Instead,  he  spoke  strongly  against  Commu- 
nism. \ 

"In  prison  he  found  another  parish,  converting 
prisoners  by  tapping  Morse  through  the  walls,  con- 
verting even  wardens  and  secret  police  interrogators. 

"In  his  third  year  underground  he  became  so 
emaciated  that  he  was  taken  to  a  prison  exclusively 
for  tubercular  cases.  .  .  .  [Yet  he]  survived.  He 
moved  from  jail  to  jail  on  long  journeys  with  his 
hands  and  ankles  in  fifty  pounds  of  chains.  He 
preached  in  cells  containing  a  hundred  men  packed 
in  tiers  of  bunks  to  the  ceilings.  He  was  often  de- 
nounced to  guards  and  beaten.  In  the  old  days  he 
had  wished  to  be  a  prison  priest.  'My  wish  was  ful- 
filled,' he  said.   T  was  a  priest  in  prison.  ... 


t 

1 

A 

h 

i 

p*  — ■ 

i^/1 


/; 


M 


\i 


j^ 


Art  by  ]erry  Harston. 

In  prison  he  found  another  parish. 


"  [He  said  that  he]  'often  felt  such  overwhelming 
joy  that  I  thought  I'd  burst  if  it  did  not  find  expres- 
sion.' He  composed  sermons  and  preached  them, 
aloud;  he  prayed,  meditated,  sang,  spent  hours  writ- 
ing letters  in  his  mind  to  his  wife  and  only  son.  .  .  . 

"Suddenly,  in  his  fourteenth  year  of  prison,  the 
jails  were  almost  emptied  of  political  prisoners  to 
clear  the  way  for  a  series  of  major  trade  deals  be- 
tween Rumania  and  the  West." 

[Reverend  Wurmbrand  was  freed;  but  wasn't  he 
already  free?] 

Members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  have  been  given  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  principles  and  ordinances  unknown 
to  Pastor  Wurmbrand.  How  strong  is  our  own  com- 
mitment? 

Love  of  Others 

It  is  often  easy  for  us  to  be  selfish  and  think 
primarily  of  our  own  needs.  We  must  be  "born 
again"  through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
imderstand  fully  that  we  are  all  children  of  the  same 
Heavenly  Father.  As  each  person  develops  his  own 
gifts  and  potentials  and  then  freely  shares  them  with 
others,  all  are  enriched.  Together  we  can  become 
infinitely  more  than  any  of  us  can  become  alone. 
Selfishness  is  a  deterrent  to  mutual  growth. 

When  one  has  a  feeling  of  concern  for  every  child 
of  his  Heavenly  Father,  he  practices  empathy,  try- 
ing to  imagine  how  he  would  feel  if  he  were  a  "lost 
sheep"  and  not  one  of  the  "ninety  and  nine."  (Mat- 
thew 18:12.)  He  remembers  that,  in  a  way,  every- 
one's pain  is  his  own  pain. 

LIFE'S  A  stage' 

"It  was  after  7  p.m.  when  the  Eighth  Avenue 
local  heading  downtown  from  the  Central  Park  area 
has  that  tired,  ravaged  look,  as  if  armies  had  recently 
marched  and  struggled  through  it  and  had  left  their 
detritus  of  newspapers,  paper  bags,  and  cellophane 
wrappings.    . . . 

"There  is  usually  a  deserted,  dispiriting  air  about 
the  subway  at  this  hour.  ...  On  this  evening,  how- 
ever, the  last  car  in  the  train,  though  it  held  a  thin 
scattering  of  passengers,  was  full  of  animation. 

"A  small  boy  and  girl,  unmistakably  brother  and 
sister,  were  playing  a  wild  game  of  circling  a  central 
metal  pole.  They  were  both  dark-skinned.  His  eyes 
beamed  happily  out  of  his  round  face.  . .  .  The  sister 
appeared  to  be  about  six,  a  year  or  two  older  than 
the  boy.  Her  face  was  leaner,  her  eyes  just  as  bright, 
and  her  leadership  unquestionable. 

". . .  Their  laughter  was  contagious,  feeding  upon 
(Concluded  on  following  page.) 

sThis  story  was  given  to  the  author  by  one  of  his  students.  The 
author  is  unknown. 
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{Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 

itself  and  upon  the  smiles  of  the  few  strangers  who 
were  watching  them.  .  .  Did  they  belong  to  any  one 
in  the  train?  Or  had  they  found  their  way  into  the 
subway  on  a  forbidden  binge? 

"As  the  train  was  rolling  into  the  Fifty-ninth 
Street  station,  the  answer  appeared.  An  older  lad 
of  about  eight  or  nine  gathered  the  Httle  ones  by 
the  hands  and  took  them  to  the  seat  where  he  had 
been  sitting,  his  back  to  us,  with  a  woman,  pre- 
sumably the  mother. 

"The  older  boy,  who  wore  a  striped  tee  shirt, 
jeans,  sneakers,  and  a  sober  expression,  pulled  at  the 
woman's  arm  as  the  subway  doors  opened.  She  could 
not  be  budged.  Her  body  was  like  a  dead  weight,  and 
her  head  hung  limply  against  the  window.  .  .  . 

"The  last  of  the  passengers  left  the  car  at  Fourth 
Street,  As  I  walked  slowly  along  the  platform  and 
the  train  began  to  move  toward  its  final  stop  at 
Chambers  Street,  I  looked  through  the  window.  The 
unstanched  tears  were  white  rivulets  on  the  older 
boy's  cheeks.  He  stood  over  the  immobile  woman — 
her  impassive  face,  I  could  see,  looked  young — like  a 
child  on  a  cross. 

"The  family  haunts  me.  .  .  .  Who  were  they? 
What  ailed  the  woman  .  .  .  Where  were  they  going? 
Who  was  responsible?  .  .  .  Why  didn't  the  passengers 
intervene?  Why  didn't  I  try  to  help?  . 
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Then  shall  the  King  say  unto  them  on  his  right 
hand,  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world:  For  I  was  an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  me  meat: 
I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink:  I  was  a  stran- 
ger, and  ye  took  me  in.  .  .  .  (Matthew  25:34,  35.) 

Love  of  Self 

I  listened  to  an  individual  recently  who  insisted 
over  and  over  again:  "I'm  a  zero;  I'm  a  nothing." 
For  a  long  time  I  tried  to  reassure  him  and  help  him 
to  find  new  confidence.  The  effort  failed.  Suddenly 
I  remembered  a  statement  attributed  to  President 
Hugh  B.  Brown:  "Lack  of  faith  in  one's  self  is  a  criti- 
cism of  one's  Maker." 

The  Lord  said,  "Men  should  be  anxiously  engaged 
in  a  good  cause,  and  do  many  things  of  their  own 
free  will."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  58:27.)  He  also 
said  that  "every  man  may  improve  upon  his  talent, 
.  .  .  every  man  may  gain  other  talents."  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  82 :  18.) 

Is  one  somehow,  perhaps,  unconsciously  trying 
to  relieve  himself  of  the  responsibility  of  trying  by 
saying  to  himself:  "I'm  a  zero;  I'm  a  nobody"? 


"Why  didn't  I  help?" 

The  joy  of  developing  our  talents  is  the  "joy  of 
becoming" — expanding  in  knowledge,  increasing  in 
wisdom,  and  thus  acquiring  the  kind  of  behavior 
which  characterizes  the  Lord. 

Our  Heavenly  Father  has  invested  in  us,  his  chil- 
dren, something  of  his  own  divine  essence  in  organ- 
izing our  intelligences  into  spirits.  He  has  also  in- 
vested in  each  of  us  his  continuing  love.  Our  test 
comes  in  not  deriving  our  evaluation  of  ourselves  by 
comparing  ourselves  with  others.  It  comes  from  try- 
ing to  do  the  best  we  can  to  enlarge  upon  His  divine 
investment. 

He  understands  the  nature  of  our  testing.  He 
knows  the  way  is  often  hard.  He  is  pained  by  our 
suffering.  But  he  also  knows  that  the  proving  can 
yield  great  blessings.  He  said: 

.  .  .  If  the  billowing  surge  conspire  against  thee; 
if  fierce  winds  become  thine  enemy;  if  the  heavens 
gather  blackness,  and  all  the  elements  combine  to 
hedge  up  the  way;  and  above  all,  if  the  very  jaws 
of  hell  shall  gape  open  the  mouth  wide  after  thee, 
know  thou  .  .  .  that  all  these  things  shall  give  thee 
experience,  and  shall  be  for  thy  good.  .  . .  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  122:7.) 

As  John  said: 

Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it 
doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be:  but  we  know 
that,  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him.  .  .  . 
(lJohn3:2.) 

It  can  be  this  way  if  we  have  proven  ourselves 
worthy. 

Library  File  Reference :  LOVE. 
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Jesus  Comforts  His  Mother 


BY  Alta  Craw  Williams 

Sorrow  speaks  from  your  eyes,  Mother, 

Deeper  than  the  source  that  feeds  the  well. 

It  saddens  me  to  cause  you  grief; 

Let  me  lift  your  burden 

For  I  am  sent  to  bring  joy  to  all. 

Tenderness  flows  from  your  heart,  Mother. 

You  have  shown  me  the  lushness  of  the 

Rolling  hills; 

You  have  shown  me  the  doe  as  it  quivers 

In  the  silent  dusk; 

You  have  taught  me  to  value  all  living 

Things. 

See,  the  earth  is  violet-brown,  Mother; 
The  flowers  hug  the  valley  in  the  sun. 
At  your  knee  I  have  learned  — 
You  have  lifted  my  heart  as  you  whispered, 
"How  good  is  our  Father  in  heaven!" 

Sorrow  is  for  those  who  know  not; 
Whose  eyes  see  not  the  glory  of  the  earth; 
Whose  thoughts  toss  to  and  fro  with  every  word. 
But  you  have  whispered  in  my  ear.  Mother, 
"How  good  is  our  Father  in  heaven!" 

If  we  must  know  the  depth  of  sorrow, 
We  will  also  know  a  lasting  joy. 
I  have  seen  your  face  aglow  with  the 
Wonder  of  your  love,  Mother. 
Sorrow  will  pass,  but  joy  will  be  forever 
For  I  have  heard  you  whisper, 
"How  good  is  our  Father  in  heaven!" 

You  have  prepared  me,  Mother; 

Now  prepare  to  let  me  go. 

My  appointed  time  will  come. 

And  I  will  lift  the  sorrow  of  the  world  — 

For  I  am  sent  to  bring  joy  to  aU. 
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A  Mother's  Joy  in  Her  Son 


BY  LiNNiE  Fisher  Robinson 

Mary  and  her  son  paused  by  the  well, 
A  dear  and  ancient  landmark  that  they  knew.^ 
The  grace  of  God  is  on  my  son,  she  thought,  2 
All  that  prophets  have  said  of  him  is  true. 

Young  Jesus  placed  the  jar  on  his  shoulder 
And  turned  to  lead  along  the  rocky  path; 
He  thought,  My  mother  is  the  very  best  — 
Her  gentle  ways,  her  quiet,  happy  laugh. 

While  Mary  dwelt  upon  his  sinlessness. 

His  understanding  and  gladsome  mien; 

His  eager  attainment  of  all  knowledge  — 

His  sense  of  man's  high  nature,  common  mean. 

My  glory  to  have  borne  this  noble  son. 
My  reverence  for  his  ardent  boyish  ways; 
When  from  my  blessed  household  he  will  go 
Let  him  recall  his  happy  boyhood  days. 


1.  Geneis26:15--35. 

2.  Luke  2:40. 


1 


^ 


For  Course  3,  lesson  20  (May  17),  "We  Help  Father  and  Mothei 
Outside  the  Home";  for  Course  4,  lessons  12  and  2  (April  26  and 
May  17),  "Our  Family  Is  Happy"  and  "Heavenly  Father  Wants  Us 
to  Help";  and  for  all  Mother's  Day  lessons.) 
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HEROD'S  TEMPLE 

Art  by  Jerry  Harston. 


THE  WIDOW'S  MITE 

A  Flannelboard  Story  by  Marie  F.  Felt 


It  was  a  spring  day  in  March,  the  seventh  month 
of  the  Jewish  calendar  year.  It  was  time  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Passover  Feast  in  the  great  city  of 
Jerusalem. 

The  Passover  was  observed  each  year  because  it 
was  a  commandment  of  God.  He  wanted  all  Jews  to 
remember  that  it  was  he,  their  God,  who  had  de- 
livered their  people  from  slavery  in  Egypt  so  many 
years  ago.  He  had  "passed  over"  the  faithful,  obed- 
ient Israelites  as  he  brought  many  plagues  upon  the 
Egyptian  people.  He  did  this  so  that  Pharaoh,  their 
ruler,  would  consent  to  let  the  Israelite  people  leave 
Egypt  for  their  real  home  in  the  land  of  Canaan. 

At  the  age  of  12,  every  Jewish  boy  became  "bar 
mitzvah,"  or  a  "son  of  the  law."  This  meant  that 
he,  as  well  as  all  Jewish  men,  was  under  obligation 
to  attend  the  Passover  in  Jerusalem  each  year. 
Women  could  attend  also,  though  it  was  not  re- 
quired of  them.  Always  there  were  great  crowds  in 
Jerusalem  at  that  time;  sometimes  as  many  as  three 
million  people.  At  the  time  that  Jesus  lived,  as 
many  as  256,000  lambs  were  usually  slain  for  the 
Passover.  (End  of  Prologue.) 

The  temple  at  Jerusalem  was  very  important 
to  all  Passover  visitors.  It  was  here  that  the  lambs 
were  taken  to  be  slaughtered  for  the  Passover  sacri- 
fice. This  beautiful  temple  building  in  Jerusalem 
(known  in  history  as  "Herod's  Temple")  stood  on 
high  ground  within  the  walls  that  enclosed  it.  Inside 
the  temple  walls  was  a  place  called  the  Court  of 
the  Women.  Here  both  Jewish  men  and  women  could 


For  Course  3,  lesson  30  (March  22),  "We  Like  to  Share  at  Sun- 
day School";  for  Course  7,  lesson  33  (April  19),  "The  LeA'd's  Share 
—Tithing";  for  Course  9,  lesson  23  (February  15),  "A  Latter-day 
Saint  Shares  and  Is  Thoughtful";  for  Course  11,  lesson  21  (Feb- 
ruary 8),  "The  First  and  Second  Commandments";  and  of  general 
interest. 


enter,  but  the  women  could  not  go  beyond  it  to 
other  parts  of  the  building. 

The  Court  of  the  Women  was  a  large  court,  about 
248  feet  square,  where  much  of  the  business  of  the 
temple  was  carried  on.  Here  were  the  temple's  treas- 
ury and  exchange  and  the  13  trumpet-shaped  money 
boxes  provided  for  the  temple  offerings  of  the  people. 
In  this  busy  court  you  could  usually  see  a  crowd  of 
Levites  (priests)  in  charge  of  the  people's  money 
offerings,  which  were  used  to  help  keep  the  temple 
beautiful  and  clean.  There  were  also  hucksters, 
money  changers,  and  many  worshippers  on  their  way 
to  the  inner  court.   (End  of  Scene  I.) 

On  this  day  in  March,  during  the  Passover  cele- 
bration, Jesus  had  been  teaching  in  the  temple.  He 
had  been  answering  questions  put  to  him  by  the 
people.  Some  of  them  had  been  trying  to  trick  him 
into  giving  answers  that  would  get  him  into  trouble, 
but  Jesus  was  too  wise  for  that.  He  was  so  wise  that 
the  people  marveled  at  him.  One  of  them  even  asked 
what  was  the  first  commandment  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  To  this  Jesus  answered  that  everyone  should 
love  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  is  also  called  our 
God  and  our  Lord.  He  said  that  we  should  love  him 
more  than  anyone  else  no  matter  who  they  were. 
Besides  that,  he  said  that  the  next  commandment 
was  that  we  should  also  love  our  neighbors.  We 
should  love  them  just  as  much  as  we  love  ourselves. 
We  must  be  kind  and  thoughtful  of  them.  That  is 
the  way  we  show  them  that  we  love  them.  (End 
of  Scene  II.) 

After  he  had  finished  talking  with  the  people, 
Jesus  watched  as  many  visitors  came  in  with  their 
temple  offerings.  These  offerings  they  put  in  one  of 
(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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THE  WIDOW'S  MITE    (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  St0i7 


the  13  trumpet-mouthed  money  boxes  on  the  side  of 
the  Court  of  the  Women.  Some  of  the  people  were 
rich  and  had  a  great  deal  of  money.  It  was  easy  for 
them  to  put  a  lot  of  silver  and  gold  in  the  boxes, 
which  made  much  noise  as  they  dropped  it  in.  But  as 
Jesus  continued  to  watch,  a  poor  widow  came  in.  A 
widow  is  a  woman  whose  husband  is  dead.  She  didn't 
have  a  lot  of  money,  but  she  threw  in  two  pieces  of 
money.  These  coins  were  so  small  they  were  called 
"mites."  Each  mite  would  amount  to  only  about 
half  a  cent  in  American  money. 

These  two  mites  were  all  the  widow  had,  and 
Jesus  loved  her  for  giving  them  to  help  in  God's 
work  on  earth.  (End  of  Scene  III.) 

Then  Jesus  called  his  disciples  to  him.  He  wanted 
them  to  see  this  poor  widow  and  to  know  of  the 
great  thing  that  she  had  done.  As  they  watched, 
he  told  them  that  she  had  given  much  more  than  all 
the  rich  people  had  done,  for  she  had  given  all  she 
had.  It  was  her  love  for  God,  our  Heavenly  Father, 
and  her  willingness  to  give  all  she  had  in  this  world 
that  Jesus  wanted  the  disciples  to  notice  and  be 
aware  of.  (End  of  Scene  IV.) 

Today,  we  too  promise  to  obey  our  Heavenly 
Father's  commandments;  and  one  of  his  present 
laws  concerns  money.  This  is  called  the  law  of  tith- 
ing. This  law  tells  us  that  we  should  give  one-tenth 
of  all  the  money  we  receive  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 
Instead  of  taking  it  to  the  temple  or  to  some  other 
place,  we  take  it  to  our  bishop  and  he  sees  that  it 
gets  to  the  proper  place. 

I  wonder  if  anyone  knows  how  many  pennies 
there  are  in  a  dime  or  a  ten-cent  piece?  That's  right! 
There  are  ten  pennies  in  a  dime.  A  dime  is  worth  10 
cents.  If  you  give  one-tenth  of  all  the  money  you 
receive  to  the  Lord,  you  give  the  bishop  one  penny 
or  one  cent  for  every  dime.  That  means  as  much  to 
our  Heavenly  Father  as  if  it  were  one- tenth  of  a 
large  sum  of  money.  It  is  one-tenth  of  all  you  have. 

The  poor  widow  put  two  mites  into  the  money 
box  at  the  temple.  That  was  equal  to  only  one  half- 
penny. If  she  only  gave  her  half -penny  and  you 
gave  a  whole  penny,  would  our  Heavenly  Father 
love  her  as  much  as  he  loves  you?  Of  course  he 
would,  because  she  gave  all  she  had.  And  you  are 
doing  what  you  should  when  you  give  him  one 
penny,  because  you  are  paying  one-tenth  of  what 
you  have  received.  It  is  this  love  and  obedience  of  his 
children  that  our  Heavenly  Father  appreciates.  This 
we  know,  and  the  widow  knew  it  too,  for  Jesus  has 
said  that  if  we  love  him  we  will  keep  his  command- 
ments. That  means  that  we  will  do  whatever  he  says 
is  the  right  thing  to  do.  {End  of  Epilogue.) 


Characters  and  props  needed  for  this  Presentation: 

Picture  of  Jerusalem.  To  be  used  in  the  prologue.  Teacher 
may  use  "The  Holy  City,"  centerspread,  The  Instruc- 
tor, August,  1967. 

Court  of  the  Women  in  Herod's  temple  (NT201).  To  be  used 
in  Scenes  I,  II,  III,  and  IV. 

Jesus   (NT202).  To  be  used  in  Scenes  II,  III,  and  IV. 

Two  people  listening  to  Jesus  (NT203).  To  be  used  in 
Scenes  I,  II,  III,  and  IV. 

Rich  man  putting  money  into  trumpet-shaped  money  box 
(NT204).  To  be  used  in  Scenes  III  and  IV. 

Widow  putting  money  into  trumpet-shaped  money  box 
(NT205).  To  be  used  in  Scenes  III  and  IV. 

Three  of  Jesus'  disciples  (NT206) .  To  be  used  in  Scene  IV. 

A  mite  (NT207) .  To  be  used  in  epilogue. 

Ten  pennies  and  three  banks.  To  be  used  in  epilogue. 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Prologue: 

Show  picture  of  Jerusalem  as  the  prologue  to  the  story 
is  told. 
Scene  I: 

Scenery:  The  Court  of  the  Women  in  Herod's  temple. 

Action:  The  Court  of  the  Women  is  described. 
Scene  II: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Jesus  is  seated  in  the  Court  of  the  Women.  He 
is  preaching  to  some  people  gathered  around  him. 
Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  II. 

Action:   Jesus  watches  the   rich  people  come  in  with 
their  offerings  of  gold  and  silver.  He  also  sees  a 
poor  widow  come  in  and  deposit  her  offering. 
Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  III. 

Action:  Jesus  tells  his  disciples  the  real  sacrifice  the 
widow  has  made  in  giving  her  mite. 
Epilogue: 

Teacher  may  bring  to  class  ten  pennies  and  box  with 
"My  Tithe,"  "My  Savings,"  and  "My  Spending"  printed 
oil  them.  As  part  of  this  demonstration  place  figure 
(NT207)  on  the  flannelboard,  then  tell  the  epilogue  to  the 
story,  referring  to  boxes  and  pennies  when  appropriate. 

Library  File  Reference:  JESUS  CHRIST— SERMONS  AND  TEACHINGS. 


SUGGESTED 

ARRANGEMENT 

OF  FLANNELBOARD 

SCENES 


58 


THE     INSTR  UCTOR 


PERSONAL  CONVERSION       (Concluded  from  page  53.) 

fluence  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Not  comprehending  that 
influence,  they  fear  it  as  an  impingement  on  intel- 
lectuality or  simply  deny  it.  They  have  not  realized, 
as  did  Immanual  Kant: 

There  is  a  limit  where  the  intellect  fails  and 
breaks  down,  and  this  limit  is  where  questions  con- 
cerning God,  and  freedom,  and  immortality  arise. 

The  Difficult  Step 

Having  described  these  extremes,  let  us  examine 
those  who  are  willing  to  experiment.  By  this  classi- 
fication I  do  not  mean  that  they  are  dilettantes  who 
toy  with  different  religions.  I  mean  they  seek  reli- 
gious experience  and  enlightenment  as  systematically 
and  confidently  as  they  seek  any  other  goal.  They 
expect  to  develop,  and  actually  do  develop,  a  spiritual 
power,  just  as  they  would  any  other  power,  by  com- 
plying with  the  laws  or  rules  governing  it.  They 
know,  for  example,  that  the  job  of  prayer  is  not 
merely  to  bring  about  a  conviction  and  a  commit- 
ment, but  to  keep  connected  with  the  ultimate  source 
of  spiritual  power.  They  realize  the  uses  of  author- 
ity and  balance  it  with  the  need  for  private  inquiry 
and  opinion.  They  have  taken  the  difficult  step  from 
childish  faith  to  adult  conversion  deliberately  and 
with  due  regard  for  the  aid  promised  by  the  Lord. 
Faith  is  recognized  by  them  as  dual  in  nature:  as 
both  a  refuge  and  an  impelling  force  for  full  partici- 
pation in  society.  The  sanctuary  aspect  of  faith  is 
illustrated  by  the  23rd  Psalm.  The  Lord  becomes  a 
stronghold  in  a  day  of  trouble,  as  an  ancient  prophet 
said.  The  other  aspect  of  faith  is  evident  in  the 
charge  given  by  the  Savior  to  go  and  teach  all  na- 
tions. 

The  empirical  method,  learning  faitli  by  experi- 
ence, was  directed  by  the  Savior  when  he  admonished 
men  to  ask  and  to  seek  and  to  knock.  (See  Matthew 
7:7-11.)  Similarly,  when  the  Jews  marvelled  at  his 
wisdom  and  he  replied  that  his  doctrine  was  not  his, 
but  of  him  who  sent  him,  he  added,  "If  any  man 
will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine."  (See 
John  7:14-17.)  In  a  modem  revelation  the  promises 
are  even  more  specific  as  to  results  to  be  gained 
through  the  learning  process  of  religious  activities. 


that  every  soul  who  forsaketh  his  sins  and  cometh 
unto  me,  and  calleth  on  my  name,  and  oheyeth  my 
voice,  and  keepeth  my  commandments,  shall  see  my 
face  and  know  that  I  am; 

For  if  you  keep  my  commandments  you  shall  re- 
ceive of  his  fulness,  and  be  glorified  in  me  as  I  am 
in  the  Father;  therefore,  I  say  unto  you,  you  shall 
receive  grace  for  grace.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
93:1,20.) 

All  of  these  promises  are  conditioned  upon  acts, 
and  the  acts  themselves  are  a  learning  process. 

An  Expanding  Faith 

The  challenge  of  becoming  converted  as  an  adult 
by  making  a  free  choice  does  not  imply  a  rejection 
of  the  cumulated  faith  or  learning  of  the  past,  but  a 
personal  mastering  of  it  imtil  it  becomes  so  familiar 
that  the  spiritual  power  developed  through  personal 
experience  can  be  controlled  and  handled  on  prin- 
ciples of  righteousness.  This  mastery  is  a  lifetime 
pursuit.  To  believe  at  one  stage  of  life  is  just  prep- 
aration and  prologue  for  belief  at  another.  Remaining 
teachable  may  be  the  hardest  task.  We  must  remem- 
ber always  that  to  be  a  believer  does  not  mean  to 
cease  learning  or  to  cease  experimenting. 

The  continuing  nature  of  conversion  may  be  seen 
in  the  plea  of  the  father  of  the  stricken  boy  whom 
the  apostles  could  not  heal.  When  the  boy  was 
brought  to  the  Sa\dor,  he  said, 

//  thou  canst  believe,  all  things  are  possible  to  him 
that  believeth.  And  straightway  the  father  of  the 
child  cried  out,  and  said  with  tears.  Lord,  I  believe; 
help  thou  mine  unbelief.  (Mark  9:23-25.) 

So  it  is  with  most  of  us. 

Conversion  is  not  fixed  and  final.  We  have  a  de- 
gree of  faith  now,  but  the  future  will  require  an 
expanding  faith.  What  we  have  not  yet  made  our 
own  is  an  area  of  unbelief  in  which  we  will  need  help. 
Faith  takes  us  into  these  areas  with  a  capacity  to 
perceive  meanings  and  purposes  and  to  anticipate 
what  cannot  yet  be  demonstrated.  Gradually  we  may 
begin  to  find  the  reality  of  our  relationship  to  God 
and,  without  our  immediate  awareness,  conversion 
will  take  place  along  the  way. 


Verily,  thus  Saith  the  Lord:  It  shall  come  to  pass  Library  FUe  Reference:  FAITH. 
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Superintendents 


Many  talents  and  skills  converge  to  form  .  .  . 

TST- A  TEACHING 
SUPPORT  TEAM 


The  teaching  improvement  pro- 
gram of  the  Sunday  School  was 
expanded  when  the  Teaching  Sup- 
port Team  (TST)  concept  was  in- 
troduced in  the  Sunday  School 
area  session  of  the  1969  October 
general  conference.  This  concept 
furnishes  a  vehicle  through  which 
the  specialized  talents  of  the 
teaching  aids  specialist,  the  teach- 
er trainer,  and  The  Instructor  use 
director  can  be  made  available  to 
help  meet  the  needs  of  Sunday 
School  teachers,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  teaching  supervisors. 

Sunday  School  Teaching  Supervisors 

The  ward  Sunday  School  teach- 
ing supervisors  are  the  superinten- 
dent, the  assistant  superintendent 
(youth),  the  assistant  superinten- 
dent (adult),  and  the  Junior  Sun- 
day School  coordinator,  each  of 
whom  has  the  responsibility  of 
supervising  teaching  in  the  specific 
courses  to  which  he  has  been 
assigned.  (See  Sunday  School 
Handbook,  pages  55-59.)  Each 
Sunday  School  teacher  is  respon- 
sible to  one  of  these  four  supervi- 
sors for  his  teaching  performance. 

Teaching  Support  Team  Members 

Members  of  the  teaching  sup- 
port team  are  the  ward  Sunday 
School  teacher  trainer,  the  ward 
Instructor  use  director,  and  the 
ward  Sunday  School  teaching  aids 
specialist.  As  a  team  and  as  indi- 
viduals these  people  are  respon- 
sible to  the  assistant  superinten- 
dent (adult),  team  chairman. 

The  Duties  of  Team  Members 

The  Sunday  School  teacher 
trainer  serves  the  Sunday  School 


as  a  counselor  on  teaching  tech- 
niques— including  the  need  for  and 
selection  of  various  types  of  media. 
This  is  in  addition  to  his  responsi- 
bilities for  teaching  the  pre-service 
teacher  training  course  and  pre- 
senting teacher  development  les- 
sons in  monthly  faculty  meetings. 
The  Instructor  use  director  coun- 
sels the  teachers  on  how  to  use 
articles  and  features  from  The  In- 
structor most  effectively  in  lesson 
presentations.  This  is  in  addition 
to  his  responsibilty  for  promoting 
the  sale  of  The  Instructor  and  his 
other  responsibilities  as  listed  in 
the  Sunday  School  Handbook. 

The  teaching  aids  specialist 
counsels  teachers  regarding  the 
availability  of  all  types  of  special- 
ized teaching  aids  and  how  they 
can  be  effectively  used  in  the 
teaching-learning  process.  These 
include  films,  tapes,  records,  pos- 
ters, pictures,  charts,  projectors, 
recorders,  and  other  specialized 
materials  and  equipment.  These 
teaching  aids  are  developing  so  rap- 
idly that  all  Sunday  School  teach- 
ers need  help  in  their  proper  use. 
The  teaching  aids  specialist  fur- 
nishes this  resource  assistance. 

The  assistant  superintendent 
(adult)  is  chairman  of  the  teach- 
ing support  team.  He  supervises, 
coordinates,  and  helps  make  the 
team's  assistance  available  to 
teachers. 

How  the  TST  Coordinates  Its  Efforts 
with   the   Supervisors 

Members  of  the  TST  should 
meet  once  each  month  in  the  su- 
perintendent's planning  meeting 
with  the  three  members  of  the  su- 
perintendency  and  the  Junior  Sun- 


day School  coordinator.  Under 
direction  of  the  ward  superinten- 
dent, reports  made  by  the  class- 
room supervisors  are  evaluated. 
The  teaching  needs  of  these  vari- 
ous classes  are  determined  and 
plans  for  the  TST  to  meet  those 
needs  are  discussed. 

The  TST  in  Operation 

Every  Sunday  immediately  fol- 
lowing Sunday  School,  except  on 
Fast  Sunday,  the  three  members 
of  the  TST  make  themselves  avail- 
able for  consultation  at  separate 
stations  in  the  cultural  hall  or  some 
other  convenient  location.  They 
are  thus  able  to  counsel  teachers 
according  to  their  individual  needs. 
Some  of  the  requests  and  prob- 
lems brought  to  the  TST  may  be 
dealt  with  during  the  consultation 
pei^od  in  the  cultural  hall.  Others 
may  require  further  consideration. 
In  this  case  the  team  member  in- 
volved can  make  an  appointment 
for  a  more  convenient  time  and 
location. 

The  TST  meets  as  a  committee 
periodically  under  direction  of  the 
assistant  superintendent  (adult), 
who  helps  correlate  their  activities, 
makes  assignments,  and  discusses 
ways  they  can  serve  the  teachers 
more  effectively. 

Gaining  Cooperation  of  the 
Sunday  School  Teacher 

Inasmuch  as  the  teacher  is  re- 
sponsible to  his  supervisor,  it  is 
the  supervisor's  responsibility  to 
invite  the  teacher  to  come  to  mem- 
bers of  the  TST  for  assistance.  The 
TST  should  be  presented  as  a 
group  of  qualified  resource  people 
so    that   even    the   more    mature 
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teachers  will  come  for  assistance. 
The  supervisor  should  encourage 
the  teachers  under  his  direction  to 
take  advantage  of  these  services. 
It  is  hoped  that  Sunday  School 
teachers  will  learn  to  come  to  the 
TST  for  assistance  without  special 
invitation. 

TST— Key   to   Teaching   Improvement 

The  foundation  for  improved 
teaching  is  laid  in  the  pre-service 
teacher  training  course.  Here  the 


basic  principles  of  the  program  are 
introduced.  For  this  reason  it  is 
important  that  every  Sunday 
School  administrator,  every  Sun- 
day School  teacher  and  every  pros- 
pective teacher  take  the  pre- 
service  course. 

A  further  understanding  of 
teaching  principles  introduced  in 
the  pre-service  course  is  developed 
in  the  in-service  development  pro- 
gram in  stake  leadership  meetings 
and  ward  faculty  meetings. 


The  success  of  this  teaching  im- 
provement program  lies  in  the 
evaluation  of  teaching  through  su- 
pervision and  individual  interviews 
between  the  TST  resource  people 
and  the  Sunday  School  teacher. 

We  encourage  all  wards  to  or- 
ganize to  carry  out  this  plan  so 
that  the  lives  of  individual  mem- 
bers of  every  ward  might  be  in- 
fluenced for  good. 

— Asst.  General  Superintendent 
Royden  G.  Derrick. 


Answers  to  Your  Questions 


Ushers  and  Greeters 

Q.  Are  ushers  and  greeters  mem- 
bers of  the  Sunday  School  faculty? 
— North  Weber  Stake. 

A.  No.  They  are  selected  under 
direction  of  the  bishop.  Frequently 
this  assignment  is  given  to  the  vari- 
ous priesthood  quorums,  and  its 
members  serve  on  a  rotational 
basis.  They  are  not  expected  to 


attend  any  Sunday  School  meet- 
ings other  than  Sunday  School. 
(See  Sunday  School  Handbook, 
pages  62  and  63.) 

The  New  Songbook 

Q.  Does  the  new  Junior  Sunday 
School-Primary  songbook  Sing 
With  Me  take  the  place  of  The 
Children  Sing? 


A.  It  is  recommended  that  the 
new  Junior  Sunday  School-Pri- 
mary songbook,  Sing  With  Me,  sup- 
plement The  Children  Sing.  It  is 
also  recommended  that  each  Sun- 
day School  purchase  enough  copies 
so  that  the  seven-  and  eight-year- 
olds  can  become  acquainted  with 
the  use  of  music  books  as  they 
sing.    — General  Superintendency. 


Memorized  Recitations 


for  April  fast  day,  1970 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  15  and  19  respectively 
during  February  and  March,  1970, 
and  recited  in  unison,  each  by  its 
corresponding  class,  during  Sun- 
day School  worship  service  on 
April  fast  day,  1970. 

Course  15: 

(Jesus  promises  his  apostles  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  will  come  to  teach, 
guide,  and  direct  them  after  he  is 
gone.) 

"But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the 


Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will 
send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach 
you  all  things,  and  bring  all  things 
to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever 
I  have  said  unto  you." 

—John  14:26. 

Course  19: 

(Lehi  reminds  us  that  Adam's 
fall  and  our  consequent  mortality 
are  part  of  a  plan  for  our  eternal 
growth  and  happiness.) 

"Adam  fell  that  men  might  be; 
and  men  are,  that  they  might  have 
joy."  —2  Nephi  2:25. 


COMING    EVENTS 

March  29, 1970 

Easter  Sunday 

• 

Apnl4,5,6,1970 
General  Conference 

April  5, 1970 
Sunday  School  Conference 
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Art  by  Jerry  Harston. 


It  is  difficult  for  a  youngster  to  comprehend  death 
and  the  loss  of  a  loved  one.  How  blessed  the  family 
that  understands  the  gospel,  so  that  a  parent  may 
sit  down  with  a  little  child  and  speak  ... 


COMFORTING 

WORDS  OF 

ASSURANCE 


by  Gloria  N.  Grant* 

As  I  waited  for  David  to  awaken,  I  pondered 
how  best  to  tell  him  of  his  father's  death.  Simplicity 
was  of  major  importance,  as  David  was  not  yet  five; 
and  yet  I  knew  that  there  was  much  a  four-year-old 
could  grasp.  There  would  be  nothing  the  two  yoimger 
children  could  comprehend  at  this  point,  but  David 
deserved  the  best  possible  explanation  of  where 
Daddy  had  gone  and  what  he  might  be  doing. 


For  Course  3,  lesson  13  (March  29),  "Easter  Is  a  Happy  Time"; 
for  Course  4,  lesson  17  (April  12),  "Those  Who  Have  Returned  to 
Our  Heavenly  Father";  for  Course  5,  lesson  14  (March  24),  "Easter 
Is  a  Special  Time";  and  of  general  interest. 

■■■Gloria  N.  Grant  •was  born  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  and  received  her 
B.A.  degree  at  Brigham  Young  University  in  1964.  She  now  lives  ■with 
her  three  children  in  Ensign  Ward,  Ensign  (Utah)  Stake.  Church 
positions  she  has  held  include  Primary  in-service  leader  and  Relief 
Society  social  relations  teacher. 


Because  the  death  was  accidental,  I  felt  that  I 
could  not  tell  David  that  our  Heavenly  Father  had 
"taken"  Daddy  for  a  particular  purpose.  I  remem- 
bered the  words  I  had  once  heard  Elder  Spencer  W. 
Kimball  speak  when  he  asked,  "Was  it  the  Lord  who 
directed  the  plane  into  the  mountain  to  snuff  out 
the  lives  of  its  occupants,  or  were  there  mechanical 
faults  or  human  errors?"^  And  for  a  child,  especially, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  see  how  tragedies  can  work 
out  the  Lord's  purposes.  Rather,  I  wanted  David  to 
understand  that  whether  or  not  Daddy  had  been 
called,  he  definitely  would  be  needed.  There  was 
much  a  man  of  his  capability  and  dedication  could 
do  in  the  spirit  world  to  help  complete  the  work  of 
this  last  dispensation. 

''Daddy  Changed  Jobs" 

In  those  difficult  moments  of  waiting  and  formu- 
lating words  that  would  be  acceptable,  I  realized 
that  there  is  a  likeness  between  death  and  changing 
one's  location  to  begin  a  new  job.  When  we  move, 
we  leave  our  home,  our  neighbors,  and  our  relatives. 
We  are  gone  from  their  sight;  but  somewhere  else 
we  are  living  and  progressing.  Though  we  cannot  see 
our  old  friends,  we  are  sure  that  they  are  there,  just 
as  they  know  that  we  are  busy  somewhere  else.  So 
in  death  a  person  has  merely  changed  jobs  and  loca- 
tion. I  prayed  that  I  could  somehow  express  this  to 
David  and  show  him  that  though  we  can  no  longer 
see  Daddy,  we  know  he  is  there,  and  that  the  assur- 
ance that  he  lives  is  the  sweetest  testimony  our  fam- 
ily can  have  in  these  coming  years. 

With  these  thoughts  and  a  prayer  in  my  heart  I 
met  the  task  of  that  first  explanation,  but  there  have 
been  many  explanations  since  then.  A  child  pieces 
together  this  new  experience  little  by  little,  just  as 
an  adult  ponders  and  evaluates  death;  and  many 
questions  come  later.  We  have  had  numerous  con- 
versations in  which  we  have  explored  Daddy's  new 
world.  I've  had  to  do  some  "brushing  up"  on  matters 
of  the  spirit  world,  resurrection,  and  the  second 
coming.  But  I  have  found  that  as  I  lay  the  books 
aside  and  explain  these  things  on  David's  level,  they 
are  just  as  exciting  and  beautiful  as  when  they  have 
been  explained  by  a  master  theologian. 

Faster  Than  Lightning 

One  day  we  had  a  "spirit-world  lesson",  that 
would  please  any  young  space  enthusiast.  "David, 
you  know  that  a  rocket  can  go  very  fast,  so  fast  that 
it  can  reach  the  moon  in  about  three  days.  Well,  did 
you  know  that  Daddy  can  go  places  faster  than  any 


^''Tragedy  or  Destiny,"  by  Spencer  W.  Kimball,  Brigham  Young 
University,  devotional  assembly  address,  December  6,  1955. 
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rocket?  Brigham  Young  said^  that  in  the  spirit  world 
we  can  travel  as  fast  as  lightning  to  the  planets  or 
stars,  to  any  part  of  the  earth  or  even  the  deepest 
parts  of  the  sea.  I'll  bet  one  of  the  first  places 
Daddy  went  after  he  died  was  back  to  New  Zealand 
where  he  had  been  on  his  mission.  Daddy  was  so 
happy  to  be  a  missionary  and  preach  the  gospel.  A 
good  missionary  like  Daddy  will  be  very  busy  in 
the  spirit  world  sharing  the  gospel  with  others." 

The  day  we  visited  the  grave  site,  we  had  a 
"second-coming"  lesson.  "Do  you  know,  David,  that 
when  Jesus  comes  back  to  earth.  Daddy's  spirit  and 


thousands  of  other  spirits  can  come  and  join  with 
their  bodies  again.  Then  we  will  be  a  whole  family 
just  Hke  before  Daddy  died.  But  of  course  we  must 
be  very  good  if  we  want  that  to  happen." 

"You  will  have  to  teach  me  to  be  good,"  replied 
David. 

With  gentle  reminders  like  that,  I  won't  be  losing 
track  of  my  responsibilities.  It  is  a  blessing  to  have 
a  child  who  needs  a  simple  explanation  of  death, 
for  it  has  impressed  me  with  the  fact  that  each  step 
in  our  progression  is  a  simple,  natural  step,  and  to 
explain  it  in  any  other  way  would  be  doing  that 
child  a  disservice. 


^Quoted  by  Alma  and  Clea,  Burton  in  For  They  Shall  Be  Com- 
forted; Deseret  Book  Company.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1968;  page  71. 
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HOW  THEY  SLEEP 


Some  things  go  to  sleep  in  such  a 

funny  way: 
Little  birds 
Stand  on  one  leg  and  tuck  their 

heads  away; 

Chickens  do  the  same,  standing  on 

their  perch; 
Little  mice 
Lie  soft  and  still  as  if  they  were  in 

church; 

Kittens  curl  up  close  in  such  a 

funny  ball; 
Horses  hang 
Their  sleepy  heads  and  stand  still 

in  a  stall; 


Photo  by  H.  Armstrong  Roberts. 

Sometimes  dogs  stretch  out,  or  curl 

up  in  a  heap; 
Cows  lie  down 
Upon  their  sides  when  they  would 

go  to  sleep. 

But  little  babies  dear  are  snugly 

tucked  in  beds; 
Warm  with  blankets 
All  so  soft,  and  pillows  for  their 

heads. 

Bird  and  beast  and  babe — I  won- 
der which  of  all 
Dream  the  dearest  dreams 
That  down  from  dreamland  fall! 

— Author  unknown. 


For  Course  3,  lessons  14  and  15,  (April  5, 
12),  "Who  Sleeps?"  "Where  They  Sleep"; 
and  of  general  interest. 


Library  File  Reference:  SLEEP. 
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Our  Worslilpful 
Hymn  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School   Hymn  for  the  Month  of  April 


Hymn:  "From  All  That  DweU  Below 
the  Skies";  author,  Isaac  Watts;  com- 
poser, John  Hatton;  Hymns  —  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints;  No.  52. 

The  hymn  we  shall  consider  this 
month  may  be  fairly  well  known  to 
some  congregations,  although  it  is 
not  widely  sung  in  most  areas  of 
the  Church.  However,  because  of 
its  simplicity  within  the  framework 
of  a  musical  structure  which  is  in- 
teresting for  all  voices,  it  certainly 
merits  our  consideration  and  mas- 
tery. Then,  too,  the  text  is  an  ad- 
mirable one  for  use  as  an  opening 
hymn.  According  to  the  Guide- 
book for  Conductors,  page  3,  an 
opening  hymn  "should  serve  to 
help  the  worshippers  feel  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  have  gath- 
ered." Certainly  in  most  cases  the 
primary  reason  for  our  going  to  a 
church  service  should  be  that  of 
worship,  and  the  text  and  musical 
character  of  this  stirring  hymn  are 
excellent  for  that  purpose. 

This  is  the  only  tune  in  our 
hymnbook  credited  to  John  Hat- 
ton,  the  composer,  but  it  is  so  pop- 
ular throughout  the  world  that 
many  different  texts  have  been  set 
to  it.  Isaac  Watts,  author  of  this 
text,  is,  of  course,  well  known  as 
one  of  the  great  hymn  writers  of 
all  time.  He  is  so  highly  revered 
in  England  that  a  memorial  tablet 
in  Westminster  Abbey  is  inscribed 
with  his  name.  Our  hymnbook 
alone  contains  14  of  his  hymns, 
including  such  outstanding  works 
as  "Come  We  That  Love  the  Lord," 
"Joy  to  the  World,"  "O  God,  Our 
Help  in  Ages  Past,"  "Sweet  is  the 
Work,"  and  "He  Died,  the  Great 
Redeemer  Died."  The  same  nobil- 


ity of  verse  is  evident  in  the  pres- 
ent hymn  as  in  the  above-named 
group,  and  it  deserves  our  consid- 
eration. 

From  time  to  time  we  have  en- 
couraged Church  musicians  to  be- 
come as  knowledgeable  as  possible 
regarding  their  craft — the  struc- 
ture of  the  music  itself.  While  most 
conductors  are  very  much  aware  of 
the  melodic  lines  involved  in  a 
hynm,  they  may  rarely  pay  atten- 
tion to  its  harmonic  elements. 
Most  hymns  are  not  harmonically 
complex  to  the  degree  that  the 
average  church  musician  cannot 
understand  their  structure  if  he 
spends  a  little  time  in  study.  (The 
reader  is  referred  to  the  Guide- 
book for  Conductors,  Appendix  II, 
pages  33-37  for  information  con- 
cerning traditional  harmonic  prac- 
tice.) 

In  this  month's  hymn  note  the 
strong  relationship  between  the 
tonic  chord — in  this  case  the  chord 
of  D  Major — and  the  dominant 
chord,  built  on  A.  The  composer 
has  used  the  dominant  chord  at 
the  end  of  all  phrases  except  the 
last  one.  This  is  somewhat  unusual, 
but  interest  is  maintained  by  ex- 
panding various  elements  of  the 
voice-leading  so  that  we  are  not 
unduly  aware  of  the  reiteration  of 
the  dominant  chord.  In  the  first 
phrase  the  addition  of  a  G-sharp 
to  the  tenor  voice  gives  us  the 
momentary  impression  of  modu- 
lating to  the  key  of  A  Major,  but 
the  immediate  statement  of  the 
D-Major  chord  brings  us  back  to 
that  key  again.  At  the  conclusion, 
the  dominant  seventh  chord  before 
the  final  chord  makes  D  Major  un- 


deniable. Notice  also  how  the  com- 
poser has  used  moving  parts  in  the 
inner  (alto  and  tenor)  voices  to 
add  interest  to  the  music. 

Study  of  musical  structure  will 
do  much  toward  making  any  piece 
of  music  more  meaningful  to  both 
conductor  and  organist,  and  will 
make  you  more  aware  of  the  musi- 
cal problems  that  may  occur 
among  the  singers  you  conduct. 

Conduct  the  hymn  in  a  stately 
two-beat  pattern.  It  should  require 
little  beyond  that  steady  pulse  and 
a  firm  strength  in  your  bearing  to 
convey  its  character. 

You  are  reminded  again  of  the 
desirabiKty  of  reviewing  recent 
practice  hymns  at  the  end  of  each 
month.  Most  hymns  can  be  mas- 
tered within  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  the  last  week  might  well  be 
spent  in  review.  Too  often  the 
hymn  practice  is  not  being  used  to 
incorporate  new  hynms  into  regu- 
lar use.  That,  after  all,  is  its  only 
real  justification. 

— Ralph  Woodward. 


April  Sacramenf  Gems 

Senior  Sunday  School 

"But  now  is  Christ  risen  from 
the  dead,  and  become  the  first- 
fruits  of  them  that  slept."^ 

Junior  Sunday  School 

The  Savior  said,  "If  ye  love  me, 
keep  my  commandments."^ 

^1  Corinthians  15:20. 
2John  14:15. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Music  for  the  Month  of  April 


Songs:  "I  Often  Go  Walking," 
author,  Phyllis  Luch;  composer,  Jeanne 
B.  Lawler;  "Mother,  I  Love  You," 
author  and  composer,  Lorin  F.  Wheel- 
wright; Sing  With  Me,  pages  D-15,  D- 
16.  (Where  Sing  With  Me  is  not  avail- 
able, select  from  The  Children  Sing, 
Nos.  130,  131,  132,  133.) 

The  two  songs  for  the  month 
of  April  are  from  the  new  child- 
area  music  book  of  the  Church, 
Sing  With  Me,  with  alternate  se- 
lections from  The  Children  Sing  un- 
til the  new  book  is  available  to  all 
conductors  and  accompanists. 
These  songs  will  be  used  in  the 
Sunday  School  program  which 
pays  tribute  to  mothers  on  Moth- 
er's Day. 

"I  Often  Go  Walking" 

Our  first  problem  is  to  provide 
many  repeated  opportunities  for 
the  children  to  listen  to  this  new 
song.  Every  child  who  is  physio- 
logically able  will  "hear"  the  song 
when  the  conductor  or  a  guest 
sings  it  attractively  for  him.  The 
concern  is  to  help  each  child  "lis- 
ten," which  involves  giving  his  at- 
tention to  the  sounds  his  ear  is 
bringing  to  his  brain.  Directed  lis- 
tening through  questions  is  our 
approach.  For  example: 

"I  am  going  to  sing  a  song  for 
you.  Can  you  tell  me  what  it  is 
about?  Is  it  about  baptism,  or 
animals — or  what?   Listen!" 


If  the  song  is  sung  with  deliber- 
ate enunciation,  many  children 
will  answer  that  it  is  about  walk- 
ing and  picking  flowers.  Get  an- 
swers from  many  children,  but  do 
not  stamp  them  as  being  right  or 
wrong  if  they  are  offered  in  sin- 
cerity. A  further  question  might 
be: 

"As  I  sing  it  again,  Hsten  and 
tell  me  where  the  person  is  walk- 
ing. What  kind  of  flowers  is  he 
gathering?  What  do  they  remind 
him  of?  Listen!" 

This  time  the  discussion  should 
point  out  that  the  person  is  re- 
minded of  his  mother.  "Why  do 
you  suppose  that  might  be?"  Skill- 
fully handled,  this  discussion  could 
lead  to  expressions  of  thankful 
feelings  to  our  mothers  who  help 
us  see  and  share  beauty  around  us. 

"As  I  sing  the  song  this  time, 
show  me  with  your  hands  how  it 
swings — Clap-snap,  or  Clap-snap- 
snap."  Clap-snap-snap  pattern  will 
be  the  correct  response  to  this 
song's  STRONG-weak-weak  puls- 
ing. About  now  some  children  may 
begin  to  sing  portions  of  the  song 
along  with  you.  This  too  can  be 
encouraged  through  your  eye  con- 
tact recognition. 

"This  time  as  Sister  Terry  plays, 
let's  hum  and  find  the  phrases  of 
the  song." 

The  conductor  leads   the  chil- 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  April  Sacrament  Gems 
Prelude  delmar  h.  dickson 
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dren  to  move  their  hands  from  a 
palms-together  position  in  front  of 
their  waists  upward  and  outward 
to  shoulder  height,  palms  coming 
together  again  at  eye  level  as  the 
music  reaches  the  word  "clover." 
As  the  song  continues,  the  hands 
reverse  the  pattern  downward  and 
outward  to  shoulder  height  and  on 
to  the  original  beginning  position, 
palms  together,  as  the  music 
reaches  the  word  "blue."  Again  the 
hands  part  and  rise,  closing  the 
circle  at  eye  level  as  the  music 
reaches  the  word  "over."  The 
downward  arcs  begin,  returning  to 
the  original  waist  position  by  the 
end  of  the  verse  on  "you."  Much 
of  the  esthetic  beauty  of  music  can 
be  captured  as  children  hum  and 
respond  to  phrase  lines. 

At  this  point  the  red  and  green 
"traffic-light"  cards  might  be  used, 
directing  the  children  to  sing  with 
you  (GO)  on  the  first  phrase;  lis- 
ten (STOP)  on  the  second  phrase; 
sing  with  you  on  the  third;  and 
listen  on  the  fourth  phrase.  The 
next  time  they  might  sing  alone 
on  the  first  phrase,  hsten  to  you 
sing  the  second,  sing  alone  on  the 
third,  and  Hsten  on  the  fourth 
phrase.  Another  time  they  might 
reverse,  Hstening  on  the  first 
phrase;  singing  alone  on  the  sec- 
ond; listening  on  the  third;  and 
singing  on  the  fourth.  Still  another 
time,  half  of  the  children  might 
sing  one  phrase,  the  other  half 
sing  the  next,  etc.  Still  another 
variation  is  to  let  each  class  sing 
just  one  phrase. 

After  the  first  verse  is  learned, 
the  second  verse  can  be  taught  in 
similar  fashion.  Home-drawn  or 
large,  printed  pictures  could  aid 
children  in  visualizing  the  message 
of  the  text.  A  dramatization  by  a 
few  children,  culminating  in  hand- 
ing flowers  to  the  coordinator  or  to 
the  bishop's  wife  might  be  included 
in  the  presentation  of  this  song  on 
Mother's  Day. 

(Concluded  on  page  75.) 
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Jesus  Is  Risen 


dained  to  Be  the  Redeemer  of 
Mankind.** 


HIS  POWER  WE  SING! 

prepared  by 
Rendol  L.  and  Bobbie  S,  Gibbons  and  Gail  W.  Bell 

SUGGESTED    EASTER   SERVICE 
FOR  SENIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL,    MARCH   29 

(Experienced  speakers  from  Courses    Talk:  (by  a  member  from  Course 

17  and  19  will  help  make  this  an  above-  1 7  nr  1 Q    R  minn+P«^ 

average  experience  for  the  worshipers.)         ^ '   0^  ^^^  ^  mmutes; 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Opening  Hymn:    "He  is  Risen," 

Hymns — The    Church    of    Jesus 

Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No. 

61. 
Invocation. 
Hymn:    "Jesus,  Once  of  Humble 

Birth,"  Hymns,  No.  88. 
Superintendent:    (Remarks  and 

testimony,  6  minutes.) 

"The  Significance  of  Easter." 

Sacramental  Hymn:   "He   Died, 

The    Great    Redeemer    Died," 

Hymns,  No.  263. 
Sacrament  Service. 


1.  He  was  with  our  Heavenly 
Father  in  the  beginning.  (John 
1:1-2.) 

2.  Worlds  without  number  were 
created  by  God  through  Him. 
(Moses  1:32, 33  and  2:5;  John  1:3.) 

3.  He  created  this  world  upon 
which  we  dwell.  (Abraham  3:24- 
27;  Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:1- 

"Jesus  Christ  Was  the  Creator     17,  21.) 

of  the  World,  Chosen  and  Or-         4.  He  was  given  specific  works 


Gail  W.  Bell 


The  Creator 


Rendol  L.  Gibbons 
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PROGRAM 
Reader: 

Light  of  the  morning  is  gilding  the 

sky. 
Shades  of  the  nighttime  are  now 

passing  by; 
Earth  is  awak'ning  from  darkness 

and  gloom; 
Jesus  has  triumphed  o'er  sin  and 

the  tomb. 

Death  is  no  longer  the  master 

and  king, 
Jesus  is  ris'n,  His  power  we  sing; 
Lives  He  for  aye  at  the  right  hand 

of  God; 
Crown  Him,  O  crown  Him,  your 

Savior  and  Lord. 
Beautiful  morning,  so  filled  with 

God's  light. 
Sunbeams  are  gleaming 

resplendent  and  bright; 
Heaven  and  glory  are  seen  through 

the  grave, 

Since  He  has  risen,  and  liveth 

to  save. 

— C.  D.  Martin. 
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to  perform.  (John  17:3,  4.) 

5.  He  was   foreordained   to  be 

the  Redeemer.   (1  Peter  1:18-20; 

Moses  4:2.) 

Music:  "The  Creator."  (Mixed 
quartet  and  organ.  Narrated 
words  with  organ  accompani- 
ment may  be  substituted.) 

Talk:  (by  a  member  from  Course 

25,  8  minutes) 
"Jesus  Came  to  Earth  to  Pro- 
vide  Mankind   with   Teachings 
and  Examples  of  Perfect  Living." 
1.  He  came  to  do  the  will  of 


rT\ 


our  Heavenly  Father.  (John  6:38, 
57.) 

2.  He  came  to  teach  the  doc- 
trine of  our  Heavenly  Father. 
(John  7:16,  17;  8:12.) 

3.  He  came  to  bear  witness  to 
the  truth.  (John  18:37.) 

4.  He  dreaded  the  ordeal  he  had 
to  suffer  and  prayed  that  the  cup 
be  removed  from  him  if  his  Fa- 
ther were  willing.  (Luke  22:42.) 

5.  He  suffered  such  agony  in 
Gethsemane  that  he  bled  through 
the  pores  of  his  skin.  (Luke  22:44; 
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Doctrine    and    Covenants    19:16- 
19.) 

6.  He  was  crucified  between  two 
thieves.  (Luke  23:33;  John  19:17- 
19.) 

Hymn:  "Behold,  the  Great  Re- 
deemer Die,"  Hymns,  No.  230. 
(by  the  congregation,  verses  1-5; 
see  transposed  version  in  B  Flat, 
page  68.) 

Talk:  (by  a  member  from  Course 

27  or  29,  6  minutes.) 
"Jesus  Permitted  Himself  to  Be 
Crucified;  He  Broke  the  Bonds 
of  Death  and  Became  the  First- 
fruits  of  the  Resurrection." 

1.  No  power  except  that  from 
heaven  could  have  an  effect  on 
Jesus.  (John  19:11.) 

2.  He  gave  his  life — it  was  not 
taken  from  him — so  that  he  could 
take  it  up  again.  (John  10:17-18.) 

3.  He  was  the  first  mortal  being 
to  be  resurrected.  (1  Corinthians 
15:20-23.) 

4.  All  men  who  have  lived  or 
shall  live  will  know  resurrection 
because  of  the  death  and  resurrec- 
tion of  the  Lord.  (1  Corinthians 
15:22;  John  5:28,  29.) 
Reader: 

Our  beloved  president,  David 
0.  McKay,  once  said: 

The  most  significant  event  .  .  . 
in  all  human  history  was  the  dis- 
covery of  the  empty  tomb  on  that 
memorable  first  day  of  the  week 
when  the  eternal  yearning  of  mil- 
lions of  souls  was  given  in  the  im- 
mortal testimony:  "Ye  seek  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  which  was  crucified. 
He  is  risen — He  is  not  here;  be- 
hold the  place  where  they  laid 
Him."^  [Reads  Matthew  28:1-9.] 
Hymn:   (by  the  congregation) 

"Christ  the  Lord  Is  Risen  To- 
day," Hymns,  No.  10. 
Reader: 

the  savior  of  galilee 
/  read  in  fear  and  trembling  as 
scripture  prophesied 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 

^Pathways  to  Happiness,  compiled  by 
Llewelyn  R.  McKay;  Bookcraft,  Inc.,  1957; 
page  57. 
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JESUS  IS  RISEN:  HIS 
POWER  WE  SING! 

{Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


That  the  skies  would  turn  to  blood 
And  all  heaven's  light  would  be 
Totally  shut  from  my  eyes, 
I  sought   relief  on  the   mountain 

top 
In  the  shade  of  a  green  friendly 

tree, 
Where  I  poured  out  my  soul  to  the 

Lord  in  my  need; 
Peace  came,  and  whispered  softly: 

"I  am  the  Light!  Through  me 
All  men  shall  be  free. 
Come,  my  child; 
Find  peace  and  love  for  thee. 
I  am  the  Resurrection 
I  gave  up  my  life  at  the  end. 
Yet  shall  I  return  in  glory." 
And  the  heavens  shouted, 
"Amenr 

The  air  on  the  mountain  top 

turned  to  gold 
As  it  shone  through  the  leaves  of 

the  tree; 
And  I  dwelt  in  the  love,  the  warm 

glowing  love, 
Of  the  Savior  of  Galilee. 

-  Gail  W.  Bell. 

Talks:  (by  a  family  of  four  or  five 
members  who  are  old  enough  to 
discuss  the  subject,  15  minutes) 

'^How  Does  the  Reality  of  the 
Resurrection  Influence  My  Life 
Today?"— 

(Topics  below  are  suggested  as  refer- 
ences to  personal  experiences.) 
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1.  As  a  youth  in  times  of  temp- 
tation to  tamper  with  drugs,  to- 
bacco or  alcohol?  (The  eternal  na- 
ture of  this  mortal  body,  to  be 
made  incorruptible.) 

2.  As  a  member  of  a  family 
which  has  recently  lost  a  loved 
one? 

3.  As  the  parents  of  a  young, 
developing  family? 

4.  As  a  serviceman  in  times  of 
military  conflict? 

5.  As  a  young  man  or  woman 
anticipating  marriage? 
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6.  As  the  father  or  mother  of  a 
serviceman  in  a  combat  area? 

7.  As  one  to  whom  the  literal 
resurrection  is  just  beginning  to 
take  on  meaning  and  significance? 

8.  As  one  who  has  already  ex- 
ceeded his  "Three  score  and  ten 
years"? 

Closing  Hymn: 

"I  Know  That  My  Redeemer 
Lives,"  Hymns,  No.  95. 

Closing  Prayer. 


SUGGESTED    EASTER   SERVICE    FOR  JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL,    MARCH   29 

by  Carol  C.  Smith 


INSTRUCTIONS:  This  program 
should  be  given  in  Junior  Sunday 
School  with  all  classes  participating. 
Songs  may  be  sung  by  the  entire  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School,  or  some  by  individ- 
ual classes.  "If  With  All  Your  Hearts," 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  180,  could  be 
learned  in  class  by  Courses  3  and  4  and 
sung  by  them. 

Choral   scripture  readings  should  be 


given  by  the  older  classes.  Each  class 
should  learn  the  assigned  scriptures  and 
be  able  to  recite  them  in  unison.  Class 
recitations  should  be  made  from  chil- 
dren's seats  in  the  congregation,  rather 
than  having  them  come  to  the  front. 

Talks  may  be  illustrated  with  pic- 
tures from  the  ward  library.  The  pic- 
tures may  be  held,  or  placed  on  a  flan- 
nelboard  or  easel  as  each  child  speaks. 


Devotional  Prelude: 

Opening   Hymn;    (by  the  entire 

Junior  Sunday  School) 

"All  Things  Bright  and  Beauti- 
ful," The  Children  Sing,  No.  175 
(see  also  The  Instructor,  March, 
1969,  page  99) . 

Invocation. 
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Opening  Remarks:  (by  the  coor- 
dinator or  a  teacher) 
"Easter  should  be  the  most  joy- 
ous time  of  the  year  for  all  of  us. 
Easter  is  the  time  when  we  remem- 
ber that  Jesus  Christ  gave  his  life 
for  each  one  of  us.  He  was  the  son 
of  God,  and  he  died  upon  the 
cross.  He  gave  his  life  as  a  gift  to 
us  so  that  we  may  be  forgiven 
when  we  do  something  wrong. 

"Because  Jesus  Christ  gave  his 
Hfe  for  us,  we  can  live  on  this  beau- 
tiful earth  and  then  go  back  to 
live  with  our  Heavenly  Father.  We 
will  be  able  to  live  in  heaven  with 
our  mothers  and  fathers,  our  sis- 
ters and  brothers." 

Child: 

On  Easter  we  should  remember 
the  story  of  the  great  sacrifice 
Jesus  Christ  made  for  us. 

During  the  feast  of  the  Passover 
Jesus  told  his  disciples  he  would 
be  leaving  them. 

Choral  Reading: 

And  he  took  bread,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  brake  it,  and  gave  un- 
to them,  saying.  This  is  my  body 
which  is  given  for  you:  this  do  in 
remembrance  of  me,  (Luke  22:19.) 
19.) 

Child: 

Jesus  taught  his  disciples  how 
to  take  the  sacrament.  He  told 
them  they  should  remember  him 
by  taking  the  sacrament  often. 

Sacramental    Hymn:     (of    your 
choice) 

Sacrament  Gem: 

The  Savior  said,  "If  ye  love  me, 
keep  my  commandments." 

Sacrament  Service. 


PROGRAM 

Child: 

Jesus  went  to  the  Mount  of 
Olives.  He  prayed  to  our  Heavenly 
Father.  He  knew  that  soon  one  of 
his  disciples  would  betray  him  and 
he  would  be  hung  upon  a  cross  and 
left  to  die. 


Choral  Reading: 

Jesus  prayed:  .  .  .  Father,  if 
thou  be  willing,  remove  this  cup 
from  me:  nevertheless  not  my  will, 
but  thine,  be  done.  (Luke  22:42.) 

Child: 

Jesus  did  not  want  to  die,  but 
he  knew  it  was  necessary.  Through 
his  death  all  men  would  be  given 
eternal  Hfe.  Jesus  was  hung  on  a 
cross,  and  there  he  died.  His 
friends  took  his  body  and  placed 
it  in  a  tomb.  A  large  rock  was 
placed  against  the  opening.  Jesus' 
friends  were  lonely  without  him. 
They  tried  to  remember  some  of 
the  things  he  had  told  them. 

Hymn: 

"If  With  All  Your  Hearts,"  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  180. 

(Sing  the  song  once,  then  hum 
as  the  following  scriptures  are  re- 
cited.) 

Choral  Reading: 

A  new  commandment  I  give  un- 
to you,  That  ye  love  one  another; 
as  I  have  loved  you  ....  (John 
13:34.) 

//  ye  love  me,  keep  my  com- 
mandments.  (John  14:15.) 

Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  friends.  (John  15:13.) 
Hymn:    (sing  through  once) 

"If  With  All  Your  Hearts,"  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  180. 

Child: 

After  Christ  had  been  in  the 
tomb  for  three  days,  some  of  the 
women  who  were  his  friends  came 
to  take  care  of  his  body.  When 
they  arrived  at  the  tomb,  they 
found  the  big  rock  had  been  rolled 
away  from  the  opening;  and  Jesus' 
body  was  gone. 

Child: 

Then  a  most  wonderful  thing 
happened  to  the  women.  An  angel 
said  to  them:  "...  I  know  that 
ye  seek  Jesus,  which  was  crucified. 
He  is  not  here:  for  he  is  risen,  as 
he  said  ...  Go  quickly,  and  tell 
his  disciples  that  he  is  risen  from 
the  dead."  (Matthew  28:5-7.) 


Child: 

The  women  turned  from  the 
tomb,  and  as  they  went  they  met 
Jesus,  who  told  them  to  go  to  the 
disciples  and  tell  them  he  was 
alive. 

Hymn:  "Christ  the  Lord  Is  Risen 
Today,"  The  Children  Sing,  No. 
150. 

Child: 

After  Christ  had  appeared  to  his 
disciples,  he  led  them  out  to  a 
place  called  Bethany.  He  lifted  his 
hands  and  blessed  them,  and  as  he 
blessed  them  he  ascended  up  into 
heaven. 

The  wonderful  miracle  had  hap- 
pened. Jesus  Christ  had  risen  from 
the  dead.  Jesus  made  it  possible 
for  this  wonderful  thing  to  happen 
to  every  hving  person.  This  is  why 
Easter  is  such  a  special  day  for 
all  of  us. 

Hymn:  "Hosanna,"  The  Instruc- 
tor, January,  1968,  page  24. 

Poem:  (recited  by  one  or  three 
children) 

Jesus  was  the  son  of  God. 
On  earth  he  came  to  live. 
He  taught  us,  ''Love  each  other. 
Life's  true  joy  is  to  give." 

Jesus  died  on  Calvary. 
His  life  to  us  he  gave 
Willingly  he  gave  it  up 
To  save  us  from  the  grave. 

Through  example  Jesus  taught, 
And  on  this  Easter  Day 
We  pray  for  strength  to  serve  him 
And  all  his  laws  obey. 

— Carol  C.  Smith 

Choral  Reading:  (entire  Junior 
Sunday  School) 

And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they 
might  know  thee  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom 
thou  hast  sent.   (John  17:3.) 

Hymn:  "Christ  Is  Risen,"  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  160. 

Closing  Prayer. 
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It  all  starts  with  desire.  Do  you  want  to  know  about 
God?   Do  you  want   to   know  that  Jesus  is  your 
Savior,  the  Son  of  God?   Would  you  like  the  Lord 
to  talk  to  you?   He  will — 


IF  YOU 


by  Ruby  Richards* 

It  was  early  on  the  Saturday  of  general  confer- 
ence. My  husband  dashed  in  from  work  for  a  quick 
sandwich  before  leaving  for  priesthood  meeting.  See- 
ing the  bowl  of  shiny  red  apples  on  the  table  he 
asked,  "Where  did  you  get  the  apples?" 

"At  the  grocery  store  this  morning.  Aren't  they 
beautiful?" 

As  he  prepared  to  relax  with  the  newspaper  in  his 
favorite  chair  a  few  hours  later  he  picked  up  one 
of  the  apples,  took  a  big  juicy  bite  and  said,  "Mmm! 
Where  did  you  get  the  apples?" 

"At  the  grocery  store,"  I  said  with  a  chuckle, 
"just  as  I  told  you  when  you  asked  me  before." 

"Ohhhh,  come  on,  you  didn't  tell  me  before." 

Considering  how  frequently  we  fail  to  hear  the 
words  of  those  with  whom  we  associate  each  day, 
how  likely  it  is  that  we  also  miss  much  the  Lord 
would  tell  us! 

Just  as  parents  love  their  children  and  try  to 
counsel  them  wisely  and  well,  so  does  our  Father 
love  us.  I  can  believe  that  upon  occasions  he  might 
wish  to  take  each  of  us  by  the  shoulders  and  with 
a  firm  grip  and  a  piercing  look  in  his,  eye  say,  "Now 

For  Course  9,  lessons  22  and  25  (February  1  and  March  8),  "A 
Latter-day  Saint  Is  Obedient  and  Cheerful"  and  "A  Latter-day  Saint 
Works  and  Prepares  for  Church  Activity";  for  Course  11,  lessons  21 
and  29  (February  8  and  April  12),  "The  First  and  Second  Command- 
ments" and  "Balaam,  the  Covetous  Priest";  for  Course  13,  lesson  26 
(March  8),  "The  Full  Measure  of  Service";  for  Course  17,  lesson  25 
(March  8),  "God's  Relationship  to  Man";  for  Course  19,  lessons  24 
and  27  (March  8  and  April  5),  "Love"  and  "Service";  for  Course  25, 
lesson  29  (April  12),  "True  Humility";  for  Course  27,  lessons  18  and 
26  (February  18  and  April  12),  "The  Kingdom  First"  and  "A  Divine 
Commission";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  29;  and  of 
general  interest. 

*Ruby  Oleson  Richards  was  born  in  Hooper,  Utah,  and  now  lives 
with  her  husband  and  family  in  East  Mill  Creek  Eighth  Ward,  Mount 
Olympus  (Utah)  Stake.  She  served  with  her  husband,  Stephen  C. 
Richards,  when  he  presided  over  the  Central  German  Mission  (1960- 
1963),  and  she  was  a  member  of  the  Primary  Association  general 
board  from  1963  to  1966.  The  mother  of  five  children,  she  is  cur- 
rently the  Laurel  leader  in  her  ward. 


look  here,  son,  shape  up!"  He  did  this  to  us  one  time. 
Decline  to  Serve? 

We  have  attempted  throughout  our  lives  to  serve 
the  Lord  to  the  best  of  our  ability  wherever  we  have 
been  called.  Time-consuming  commitments  began  in 
the  early  years  of  our  marriage  when  a  call  came  to 
my  husband  to  serve  in  the  bishopric  of  our  ward. 
Upon  buying  a  new  home  a  few  years  later  and  mov- 
ing into  a  different  area,  he  was  released  from  this 
position  and  sustained  as  a  high  councilor  in  our 
new  stake,  where  he  served  for  more  than  eight 
years. 

He  was  in  business,  with  great  responsibilities, 
working  long  hours  six  days  a  week.  The  time  came 
when  he  felt  he  must  be  free  from  so  much  church 
responsibility  so  that  he  could  devote  more  time  to 
his  family  and  business.  He  mentioned  occasionally 
to  me  that  if  he  were  asked  to  serve  in  any  capacity 
in  the  Church  requiring  more  of  his  time  he  would 
have  to  decline. 

There  have  been  moments  in  my  life  when  I  have 
been  aware  of  something  pending,  though  I  did  not 
know  what.  This  was  such  a  time. 

There  was  to  be  a  reorganization  within  our 
stake,  perhaps  affecting  ward  organizations.  My  hus- 
band was  interviewed  by  the  brethren,  as  were  many 
of  the  priesthood  holders  of  the  stake.  The  reorgan- 
ization came.  The  bishop  of  our  ward  was  taken  into 
the  stake  presidency  and  we  were  given  another  good 
bishop. 

Within  days  another  reorganization  was  immi- 
nent because  our  stake  president  was  called  at  that 
October  conference  to  become  an  Assistant  to  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve. 
A  Promise  to  the  Lord 

It  was  a  Tuesday  night.  The  party  to  honor  our 
beloved  stake  presidency  was  to  be  held  in  our  home 
the  following  evening.  My  husband  was  home  tak- 
ing care  of  a  few  tasks  in  preparation  for  the  party 
while  I  attended  MIA.  The  telephone  rang,  and  as 
he  answered,  the  voice  of  one  of  our  neighbors  said, 
"Steve,  there's  been  an  accident.  It's  young  Steve. 
Will  you  come  quickly?" 

He  found  our  15-year-old  boy  the  most  seriously 
injured  of  four  young  men.  As  he  rode  with  him  in 
the  ambulance  to  the  hospital,  he  could  find  no  pulse, 
no  breath,  no  sign  of  life  in  the  crushed  body  of  our 
oldest  child.  It  was  then  he  promised  the  Lord  that 
if  He  would  spare  this  boy  so  that  we  might  have 
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the  privilege  of  rearing  him,  he  would  do  anything 
the  Lord  asked  him  to  do. 

The  Lord  gave  us  back  our  son  and  held  my 
husband  to  his  promise.  The  next  Sunday  our  bishop 
of  three  weeks  was  our  new  stake  president  and  my 
husband  our  new  bishop.  That  day,  as  Elder  Lee  set 
him  apart  in  his  new  calling,  he  said,  "Brother  Rich- 
ards, you  have  been  tried  and  you  have  been  hum- 
bled, and  you  are  now  worthy  of  this  call." 

The  Lord  Speaks 

How  does  the  Lord  talk  to  you? 

Cindy  is  a  12-year-old  girl  in  our  ward.  In  testi- 
mony meeting  recently  she  stood,  and  with  deep 
humiUty  and  tears  of  joy,  bore  witness  that  the  Lord 
had  spoken  to  her.  "A  few  weeks  ago,"  she  said,  "I 
prayed  that  I  might  know  how  I  could  better  serve 
my  Lord.  I  am  so  happy,  because  the  bishop  called 
me  this  week  to  represent  my  Mutual  class  in  the 
youth  council  meeting."  Cindy  heard  the  Lord  speak 
to  her  through  her  bishop. 

How  can  we  become  receptive  to  the  Lord's  com- 
munication with  us?  I  tell  my  Laurels  that  it  is  not 
difficult.  It  starts  with  desire.  Do  you  want  to 
believe?  Do  you  want  to  know  about  God?  Do  you 
want  to  know  that  he  lives,  that  he  is  your  Father, 
that  he  loves  you  and  cares  about  you?  Do  you  want 
to  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is  his  Son,  Savior  of  the 
world.  Redeemer  of  mankind,  our  Lord?  Do  you 
want  to  experience  complete  joy  and  peace  in  your 
life,  in  spite  of  the  trials  that  come?  Do  you  want 
the  Lord  to  talk  to  you?  He  will — if  you  prepare. 

The  preparation  will  be  beautiful  because  you 
will  be  learning  about  him.  You  will  read  his  word. 
You  will  let  others  who  love  him  and  those  who  have 
loved  him  tell  you  about  him.  You  will  learn  of  the 
promises  in  store  for  those  who  love  and  serve  him. 

Then  you  will  do  his  will.  And  when  he  speaks 
to  you,  you  will  hear  and  you  will  understand. 

Prepare  and  Listen! 

During  a  road  show  presentation  several  years 
ago  one  of  my  Mia  Maids  said  as  she  sat  beside  me, 
"Sister  Richards,  I'm  afraid.  I  need  help.  I  am  be- 
coming rebellious.  I  resent  the  Church.  I  cannot 
pray.  I  am  beginning  to  swear.  I  sometimes  even 
doubt  there  is  a  God.  I  don't  want  to  be  this  way. 
May  I  talk  with  you  sometime?" 

"Of  course,"  I  said,  "I'm  busy  all  day  tomorrow, 
but  come  to  my  home  the  day  after  if  you  can." 


We  spent  a  beautiful  hour  together  reading  scripture  and 
talking  about  testimony,  about  prayer,  and  serving     God. 

Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 


I  was  frightened  and  very  humble.  How  could 
I  help  her?  How  could  I  know  what  she  needed  to 
hear?  I  pleaded  with  the  Lord  all  my  waking  hours 
that  I  might  know.  Early  afternoon  of  the  day  she 
was  to  come  took  me  past  my  desk,  which  I  had 
ignored  during  those  searching  hours.  There  lay  my 
Book  of  Mormon  still  open  at  the  page  I  had  been 
reading  a  few  days  before:  "Believe  in  God;  beHeve 
that  he  is,  and  that  he  created  all  things,  both  in 
heaven  and  in  earth;  believe  that  he  has  all  wisdom, 
and  aU  power,  both  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  .  .  ." 
(Mosiah  4:9.)  On  and  on  went  King  Benjamin's 
loving  counsel  to  his  people. 

In  spite  of  her  promise  to  come  after  school,  I 
wondered  if  she  really  would  come.  I  thought  that 
perhaps  she  had  been  just  pleading  for  help  momen- 
tarily, and  in  the  light  of  a  new  day  she  would  feel 
secure  and  confident  again. 

She  came.  We  spent  a  beautiful  hour  together. 
We  read  on  in  Mosiah  4  to  the  glorious,  almost  un- 
believable promise  of  verse  12.  We  read  in  John. 
We  read  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants.  We  talked  about  desiring  to  know.  We 
talked  about  prayer.  We  talked  about  serving  God. 
And  as  she  left  amidst  tears  and  laughter  and  re- 
joicing, I  knew  that  the  Lord  had  spoken  to  me. 
And  I  thanked  him. 
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In  the  Church  the  purpose  of  life  is  explained  to  us, 
and  the  goal  made  clear.  Success  depends  on  our 
keeping  the  goal  in  sharp  focus,  for  .  .  . 


byH.J.M.Hoole.Jr: 


Samuel  Johnson  once  said,  "To  be  happy  at  home 
is  the  ultimate  result  of  all  ambition."  This  state- 
ment takes  on  even  greater  significance  when  we 
consider  the  fact  that  home  can  be  an  enduring, 
eternal  thing.  Certainly  the  greatest  happiness  that 
can  come  to  a  person  is  to  be  exalted  with  his  loved 
ones  and  dwell  with  them  forever  in  an  eternal  home. 
This  should  be  the  ultimate  result  of  all  ambition. 

When  man  is  sufficiently  motivated  and  properly 
directed  he  can  attain  any  height.  Exaltation  and 
eternal  life  can  be  his.  The  Lord  must  have  had  this 
in  mind  when  he  said: 

And,  if  you  keep  my  commandments  and  endure 
to  the  end  you  shall  have  eternal  life,  which  gift  is 
the  greatest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  14:7.) 

Even  with'  the  limited  understanding  we  have  as 
to  what  eternal  life  is  all  about,  we  know  enough  that 

For  Course  17,  lessons  27  and  28  (March  22  and  April  5),  "First 
Principles  and  Ordinances";  for  Course  19,  lessons  24,  25  and  28 
(March  8  and  15  and  April  12),  "Love,"  "Home,"  and  "Happiness"; 
for  Course  25,  lesson  30  (April  19),  "Developing  Faith  in  Christ"; 
for  Course  27,  lessons  22  and  30  (March  1  and  May  17) ,  "First  Law 
of  Heaven"  and  "Eternal  Companionship";'  to  support  family  home 
evening  lesson  30;  and  of  general  interest. 


we  do  not  wish  to  deny  ourselves  that  great  blessing. 
We  would  want  that  gift  above  any  other  gift.  Think, 
for  instance,  of  living  forever  without  those  who 
mean  everything  to  you.  Imagine  being  permanently 
separated  from  your  loved  ones!  Such  a  condition 
would  truly  be  a  hell.  Thus,  to  be  happy  in  an  eter- 
nal home  should  be  the  ultimate  result  of  all  ambi- 
tion. This  should  be  our  goal.  And  when  it  is,  our 
motivation  is  complete. 

Laws  Leading  to  Eternal  Life 

Next  we  need  to  understand  some  fundamental 

truths. 

There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  be- 
fore the  foundations  of  this  world,  upon  which  all 
blessings  are  predicated — 

And  when  we  obtain  any  blessing  from  God,  it 
is  by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which  it  is  predi- 
cated. (Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:20-21.) 


*H.  J.  M.  (Hank)  Hoole,  Jr.  is  national  sales  director  and  vice 
president  of  research  production  for  Micra-Tec,  Inc.  Born  in  Am- 
sterdam, Holland,  where  he  filled  a  mission  from  1953-1955,  he  took 
a  B.S.  in  business  management  from  the  University  of  Utah  in  1959. 
He  has  held  many  ward  and  stake  administrative  positions  since  his 
conversion  to  the  Church  in  1946,  and  is  presently  Sunday  School 
superintendent  of  Yalecrest  2nd  Ward,  Bonneville  (Utah)  Stake.  His 
wife  is  Daryl  Van  Dam;  the  couple  have  seven  children. 
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I,  the  Lord,  am  bound  when  ye  do  what  I  say; 
but  when  ye  do  not  what  I  say,  ye  have  no  promise. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  82:10.) 

In  essence,  these  scriptures  tell  us  that: 

1.  Before  the  world  was  ever  formed  a  law  was 
decreed  by  which  we  obtain  blessings. 

2.  The  only  way  we  can  receive  any  blessing 
will  be  by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which 
the  blessing  is  based. 

3.  //  we  do  what  the  Lord  has  asked  of  us,  he 
is  bound.  But  by  the  same  token,  if  we  do 
not  keep  his  commandments,  there  is  no  prom- 
ise. 

Therefore,  our  paramount  responsibility  is  to 
learn  the  word  of  God,  to  know  what  his  laws  are. 

We  Commit  Ourselves  to  the  Cause 

Once  we  have  decided  that  we  want  eternal  life 
and  we  know  what  laws  we  must  live  to  gain  this,  the 
next  step  is  to  commit  ourselves  to  that  goal.  This 
commitment  is  made  official  at  the  time  of  our  bap- 
tism, when  we  contract  with  the  Lord  to  keep  his 
commandments.  This  type  of  commitment  is  a  cov- 
enant because  it  is  a  solemn  promise  or  vow  between 
us  and  the  Lord.  Through  keeping  the  command- 
ments and  making  ourselves  worthy  we  are  privi- 
leged to  make  further  commitments  or  covenants 
with  the  Lord  in  his  holy  house.  What  do  these  com- 
mitments mean  in  our  lives?  Do  they  merely  increase 
our  knowledge  or  produce  from  us  some  lip  service, 
or  do  they  direct  the  way  we  live?  Alma,  speaking 
to  his  son  Helaman,  said: 

.  .  .  Cry  unto  God  for  all  thy  support;  yea,  let 
all  thy  doings  be  unto  the  Lord,  and  whithersoever 
thou  goest  let  it  be  in  the  Lord;  yea,  let  thy  thoughts 
be  directed  unto  the  Lord;  yea,  let  the  affections  of 
thy  heart  be  placed  upon  the  Lord  forever. 

Counsel  with  the  Lord  in  all  thy  doings,  and  he 
will  direct  thee  for  good;  yea,  when  thou  liest  down 
at  night  lie  down  unto  the  Lord,  that  he  may  watch 
over  you  in  your  sleep;  and  when  thou  risest.  in  the 
morning  let  thy  heart  be  full  of  thanks  unto  God; 
and  if  ye  do  these  things,  ye  shall  be  lifted  up  at 
the  last  day.  (Alma  37:36-37.) 

How  We  Recommit  Ourselves 

From  time  to  time  we  may  waver  in  keeping  our 
commitments;  and  the  Lord,  understanding  man's 
weaknesses,  has  provided  ways  for  us  to  regularly 
recommit  ourselves  or  to  renew  our  covenants.  Thus, 
we  partake  of  the  sacrament  each  week  to  renew  our 
covenants.  And  we  return  often  to  the  temple  for 
strength  and  renewal. 


Furthermore,  we  can  better  keep  our  covenants 
with  the  Lord  if  we  focus  our  minds  on  them.  We 
must  concentrate  on  them. 

Life  Is  a  Time  Exposure 

Someone  wisely  said:  "Be  careful  what  you  set 
your  heart  upon,  because  you're  likely  to  get  it."  In 
other  words,  what  you  concentrate  upon  you  bring 
into  your  life.  Unfortunately,  many  people  do  not 
concentrate  successfully  because  they  fail  to  realize 
that  their  concentration  must  be  sharply  and  stead- 
ily focused  in  one  direction  throughout  life.  They 
cannot  travel  divergent  paths  and  realize  success. 

Let  us  compare  this  to  the  process  of  photography. 
The  secret  of  a  good  clear  picture  lies  in  focus  and 
timing.  An  expert  photographer  learns  to  focus  his 
camera  lens  steadily,  for  the  necessary  length  of  time. 
Let's  say  you  decide  to  make  a  time  exposure  of  a 
bowl  of  fruit.  You  place  the  bowl  in  front  of  the 
camera  and  start  taking  the  picture.  But  suppose 
after  a  few  seconds  you  snatch  away  the  bowl  and 
hold  up  an  oil  painting,  and  then  you  snatch  that 
away  and  hold  up  a  record  album,  and  then  you 
replace  the  bowl  of  fruit  for  a  few  moments.  What 
kind  of  a  picture  will  you  have?  Needless  to  say, 
it  will  be  a  useless  blur— a  failure. 

Now  let  us  assume  that  Brother  Jones  has  de- 
cided upon  exaltation  as  his  goal.  He  focuses  his 
life  on  this  goal,  but  he  occasionally  mars  his  vision 
with  a  social  drink  or  an  illicit  movie  or  book.  Some- 
times he  blinks  at  honesty  in  a  business  deal  or  fails 
to  be  a  Christian  in  working  with  his  fellowmen. 
Once  in  a  while  he  blurs  the  pictures  by  rationalizing 
or  thinking  up  excuses  which  seem  very  convincing 
to  him.  He  hits  periodic  slumps  in  church  attend- 
ance and  is  prone  to  let  other  interests  take  him 
away  from  sacrament  meetings.  What  happens  to 
the  view  of  his  goal?  Of  course,  it  becomes  distorted 
and  hazy.  And  the  more  out  of  focus  the  goal  is, 
the  greater  will  be  his  discrepancy  in  keeping  his 
covenants. 

Keep  Your  Goal  in  Clear  Focus 

So  we  must  concentrate  on  our  goal — keep  it 
clearly  focused  in  our  minds.  We  should  measure 
everything  we  do  by  our  goal.  Is  a  certain  activity 
bringing  us  closer  to  it?  As  Elder  Richard  L.  Evans 
said,  "If  it  is,  DO  IT;  if  it  isn't,  DO  WITHOUT  IT." 

In  the  waters  of  baptism  we  made  a  solemn  com- 
mitment— a  covenant  with  the  Lord  to  keep  his  com- 
mandments. He  in  turn  promised  us  the  greatest 
gift  of  all,  eternal  life.  To  be  happy  at  home — an 
eternal  home — is  the  ultimate  result  of  all  ambition. 
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ISlew   knowledge  about   children's   ability    to   make 
choices  and  to  grow  by  being  held  responsible  for 
themselves  is  giving  educators  .  .  . 

"A  NOBLER 
ESTIMATE 


OF  MAN 

PART   I 

by  Lynn  Stoddard 


/  /I 


Know  this,  that  every  soul  is  free 
To  choose  his  life  and  what  he'll  be, 
For  this  eternal  truth  is  given 
That  God  will  force  no  man  to  heav'n/ 

President  David  O.  McKay  has  said: 

Next  to  the  bestowal  of  life  itself,  the  right  to 
direct  our  lives  is  God's  greatest  gift  to  man.  Free- 
dom of  choice  is  more  to  be  treasured  than  any  pos- 
session earth  can  give.  Only  to  the  human  being  did 
the  Creator  say:  "Thou  mayest  choose  for  thyself, 
for  it  is  given  unto  thee.  ,  .  ."  (Moses  3:17.)  With- 
out this  divine  power  to  choose,  humanity  cannot 
progress.^ 

Health,  happiness,  prosperity,  and  man's  eternal 
stature  all  depend  on  the  wise  exercise  of  his  free 
agency.  Man  may  become  a  God  or  one  of  Satan's 
henchmen  because  of  his  "divine  power  to  choose." 
Thus,  learning  to  choose  wisely  becomes  the  most 
important  of  all  human  skills.  Our  eternal  destiny 
depends  on  it! 

If  the  ability  to  make  wise  choices  is  the  most 
important  of  all  human  skills,  should  we,  as  parents 
and  teachers,  not  direct  the  major  portion  of  our 
energy  toward  helping  our  children  develop  "choos- 
ing skills"? 

A  rededication  to  the  goal  of  thus  helping  them 
will  require  a  different  strategy  than  the  one  to 
which  we  have  been  accustomed.  In  many  public 
school  classrooms  it  is  the  teacher  who  makes  the 
decisions  about  what  is  to  be  learned  and  how  it  is 

For  Course  5,  lessons  25  and  26  (April  12  and  19),  "Being  Respon- 
sible for  Our  Actions"  and  "Kind  Helpers  Guide  Us  in  Making 
Choices";  for  Course  27,  lesson  19  (February  8),  "Deeds  and  Mo- 
tives"; and  of  general  interest. 

i"Nay,  Speak  No  111,"  Hymns — The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  No.  116. 

2"Know  This,  That  Every  Soul  Is  Free,"  Hymns — The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  90. 

^General  Conference,  October,  1965. 


to  be  learned.  Students  have  very  few  chances  to 
choose  or  even  to  share  in  the  planning.  Many  class- 
rooms are  autocratic  rather  than  democratic. 

Autocratic  teaching  has  been  the  result  of  a  low 
estimate  of  man.  A  teacher  who  has  a  low  estimate 
of  his  own  worth  and  the  ability  of  his  students 
usually  does  not  dare  to  trust  children  to  share  in 
planning  and  decision-making.  This  is  in  line  with 
Satan's  plan,  for  he  wants  everyone  to  believe  that 
people  are  not  capable  of  making  intelligent  choices. 
It  is  the  self-confident,  secure  person  who,  realizing 
that  all  people  are  sons  and  daughters  of  God,  can 
allow  children  to  become  democratic  partners  in  the 
teaching-learning  process. 

We  are  now  beginning  to  enter  a  new  era  in 
public  education.  In  the  last  ten  years  there  has 
been  an  avalanche  of  new  knowledge  about  people 
and  how  they  learn — a  mountain  of  information 
about  man's  potential.  People  are  becoming  more 
aware  than  ever  that: 

1.  Even  young  children  are  capable  of  making 
intelligent  choices. 

2.  Children  can  be  educated  in  the  art  of  deci- 
sion making. 

3.  When  children  are  held  responsible  for  them- 
selves, growth  and  learning  occur  much  more  rapidly. 

All  this  adds  up  to  a  "nobler  estimate  of  man" 
— an  estimate  which  will  help  more  people  become 
outstanding  teachers  like  the  two  or  three  teachers 
most  adults  can  remember  as  having  had  a  great 
influence  on  their  lives. 

What  are  the  steps  we  must  take  to  help  children 
develop  choosing  skill?  Great  teachers  and  parents 
in  their  role  as  teachers  have  always  employed  the 
principles  which  lead  to  making  right  choices. 

First,  we  must  recognize  the  divinity  and  cap- 
ability of  every  one  of  God's  children.  We  must  know 
deep  in  our  hearts,  as  does  our  Heavenly  Father, 
that  significant  growth  and  development  can  only 
occur  when  people  make  choices  and  evaluate  the 
consequences  of  those  choices. 

Second,  we  must  give  children  lots  of  practice  in 
making  choices.  To  become  skillful  in  anything  chil- 
dren must  work  at  it  continuously  until  they  have 
mastered  the  skill.  They  must  then  continue  to 
practice  to  maintain  the  skill. 

Third,  we  must  recognize  and  practice  the  prin- 
ciples leading  to  increased  choosing  skill.  We  must 
understand  what  lies  behind  an  intelligent  decision. 

We  now  know  that  choices  are  determined  more 
by  what  people  value  than  by  what  they  know.  A 
young  person  who  knows  that  cigarettes  are  danger- 
ous to  health  may  still  take  up  the  smoking  habit. 
He  values  the  immediate  prestige  which  he  feels 
he  gains  in  the  eyes  of  his  friends  more  than  he 


74 


THE     1 N  STR  U  CTOR 


values  good  health.  A  person  who  "knows"  that  it 
is  best  to  be  honest,  virtuous,  and  of  good  report 
may  still  act  otherwise  because  he  values  other 
things  more. 

To  help  children  grow  in  choosing  skills  therefore, 
we  must  be  more  concerned  about  helping  them  to 
value,  prize,  or  cherish  the  right  things.  In  a  recent 
book,  Values  and  Teaching,^  there  is  excellent  guid- 
ance for  helping  children  develop  a  strong  value  sys- 
tem. The  authors  Hst  seven  criteria  or  processes  by 
which  people  gain  values: 

"CHOOSING    (1)  freely 

(2)  from  alternatives 

(3)  after  thoughtful  considera- 
tion of  the  consequences  of 
each  alternative 

"PRIZING        (4)  cherishing,  being  happy  with 

the  choice 
(5)  willing  to  affirm  the  choice 
publicly 
"ACTING         (6)  doing    something    with    the 

choice 
(7)  repeatedly,  in  some  pattern 
of  life 

"All  three  processes  of  choosing,  prizing,  and  act- 
ing must  be  included  in  order  to  say  a  person  has  a 
value.  If  one  wishes  to  help  children  develop  clearer 
values,  one  must  help  children:  (1)  make  free  choices 
whenever  possible,  (2)  search  for  alternatives  in 
choice-making  situations,  (3)  weigh  the  consequen- 
ces of  each  available  alternative,  (4)  consider  what 
they  prize  and  cherish,  (5)  affirm  the  things  they 
value,   (6)  do  something  about  their  choices,  and 

*Louis  E.  Raths,  Merrill  Harmin,  Sidney  B.  Simon,  Valwes  and 
Teaching;  Charles  E.  Merrill  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  1966.  See  pages 
30,  47.  Used  by  permission. 


(7)  consider  and  strengthen  patterns  in  their  lives. 
It  is  as  simple,  and  complex,  as  that.  As  the  teacher 
helps  students  use  these  processes,  he  helps  them 
find  values."^ 

From  this  we  can  see  that  wise  choices  strength- 
en our  value  system;  and  conversely,  a  good  strong 
value  system  enables  one  to  make  better  choices. 

A  strong  value  system  is  one  in  which  the  person 
has  a  clear  picture  of  his  priorities.  He  knows  what 
things  are  of  greatest  worth  (value)  in  his  life.  Thus, 
he  is  able  to  use  his  value  system  to  help  him  make 
choices  as  to  how  he  will  spend  his  time. 

As  we  attempt  to  help  children  value  reverence, 
honesty,  work,  or  any  other  quality,  we  should  help 
them  explore  the  alternatives  and  predict  the  conse- 
quences of  each  alternative.  For  example,  "What 
are  the  alternatives  to  being  honest?  What  are  some 
of  the  possible  consequences  of  being  dishonest?" 

To  develop  the  skill  to  choose  wisely  we  must 
help  children  learn  to  survey  the  various  paths  they 
might  take  when  faced  with  a  decision.  After  the 
decision  has  been  made,  and  the  plan  carried  out, 
we  can  help  them  to  evaluate  the  wisdom  of  their 
choice. 

When  we  get  impatient  and  fail  to  help  our  chil- 
dren examine  alternative  pathways  and  evaluate  de- 
cisions, we  are  slowing  their  growth  and  develop- 
ment. As  often  happens,  we  make  the  choice  for  our 
children  and  thus  cheat  them  of  the  chance  to  grow. 

Of  course  we  must  never  forget  that  prayer  and 
the  abiding  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  the 
most  important  aids  in  making  wise  decisions.  By 
adding  a  strong  set  of  values  and  the  skills  of  find- 
ing and  weighing  alternatives,  we  strengthen  the 
possibility  that  wise  choices  will  be  made. 


^Louis  E.   Raths.Valucs  and  Teaching.  Used  by  permission. 
Library  File  Reference:  CHOICE. 


JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MUSIC  FOR  THE  MONTH   OF  APRIL   (Concluded  from  page  65.) 


"Mother,  I  Love  You" 
This  lovely  melody  by  Lorin  F. 
Wheelwright  of  the  Sunday  School 
general  board  has  the  gentle  rock- 
ing motion  of  a  lullaby.  If  you  can 
lead  your  children  to  discover  (do 
not  tell!)  the  sameness  of  the 
meter  motion  (Strong-weak- weak) 
of  this  song  with  that  of  "I  Often 
Go  Walking,"  you  will  know  that 
their  musical  perception  is  grow- 
ing. The  teaching  approach  might 
be  similar  in  both  songs.  Both  are 
quite  long  for  small  children  and 
will  require  much  listening. 


A  rather  interesting  aspect  of 
appreciation  can  be  fostered  as  the 
children  are  doing  phrasings:  the 
second  and  fourth  measures  and 
the  tenth  and  twelfth  measures 
both  contain  an  altered  chord 
(diminished  seventh  harmony  with 
an  appoggiatura) .  The  children 
might  respond  to  this  special  har- 
monic tension  in  their  phrasing 
movement  by  raising  their  shoul- 
ders slightly  as  the  chord  is  heard 
in  the  keyboard  accompaniment, 
returning  to  normal  as  the  chord 
resolves. 


The  number  of  verses  the  chil- 
dren learn  of  these  songs  will  be 
determined  by  the  skill  of  the  con- 
ductor in  keeping  attention  and 
interest  high.  If  the  children 
evidence  increasing  restlessness, 
change  the  activity,  regardless  of 
how  many  verses  you  had  hoped 
to  teach.  One  device  for  teaching 
more  verses  is  to  have  different 
classes  specialize  in  certain  verses, 
singing  them  alternately  alone  and 
with  the  entire  group.  If  your 
teachers  are  confident  singers,  they 
might  sing  one  verse  themselves. 
— D.  Evan  Davis. 


FEBRUARY     1 970 


75 


COMPILATION 
OF  THE  BOOK 
OF  MORMON* 

The  "plates  of  Laban"  .  .  .  ."large  plates"  .  .  . 
"small  plates"  .  .  .  "book  that  is  sealed."  From  where 
did  these  and  other  records  come?  Did  Joseph  Smith 
receive  all  of  them  from  the  Angel  Moroni?  Are 
their  translations  all  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon? 

Book  of  Mormon  students  may  be  confused  by 
references  to  the  different  kinds  of  plates.  Young 
readers  are  especially  troubled  to  keep  these  original 
sources  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  mind.  Lrct  us  see 
whether  we  can  simplify  the  matter. 

A  brief  study  of  the  accompanying  chart  will  help 
us  to  understand  more  clearly  the  whole  Book  of 
Mormon  picture. 

The  first  records  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon were  the  brass  plates  of  Laban.  They  contained 
the  history  of  the  Jews  and  their  forebears  from  the 
time  of  Adam  down  to  the  days  of  King  Zedekiah, 
about  600  B.C.  (1  Nephi  3:3;  1  Nephi  5:11-16.)  Lehi 
found  upon  these  plates  a  genealogy  of  his  fathers. 
The  history  found  upon  the  brass  plates  corresponds 
generally,  for  that  period  of  time,  with  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. Without  them  Lehi  and  his  people  would  have 
had  no  record  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  his  chosen 
people.  Therefore,  as  the  colony  entered  the  wilder- 
ness, it  was  necessary  that  they  carry  with  them 
these  plates.  That  is  why  God  commanded  Nephi 
and  his  brothers  to  return  to  Jerusalem  and  get 
them. 

When  Lehi  and  his  family  arrived  in  their  Prom- 
ised Land,  they  prepared  plates  of  gold  and  kept 
two  records — a  record  of  their  spiritual  or  religious 
history,  and  another  of  their  political  history.  Later, 
both  histories  were  kept  on  the  same  plates. 

The  large  plates  of  Nephi  are  shown  next  on  the 
chart.  They  contained  the  books  of  Lehi,  Mosiah, 
Alma,  Helaman,  Third  and  Fourth  Nephi,  and  the 
first  seven  chapters  of  Mormon.  All  of  these  records 
were  later  abridged  by  Mormon,  the  abridgments 
being  included  in  the  gold  plates  delivered  to  Joseph 
Smith  by  Moroni.  The  book  of  Lehi  was  the  first  to 
be  translated,  but  the  translation  was  stolen.  There- 


The 


*  Reprinted     from     "What    Plates     Came     from    Cumorah?" 
Instructor,  February,  1954,  page  64. 

For  Course  7,  lesson  27  (March  1),  "Joseph  Receives  the  Gold 
Plates";  for  Course  17,  lessons  21  to  23  (February  1  to  15),  "The 
Book  of  Mormon,"  "Getting  Acquainted  with  the  Book  of  Mormon," 
and  "Distinctive  Characteristics  of  the  Book  of  Mormon";  for  Course 
29,  lessons  28  and  29  (April  26  and  May  3),  "Moroni  Delivers  the 
Gold  Plates"  and  "Translation  and  Publication  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon"; for  the  general  use  of  Course  25;   and  of  general  interest. 


fore,  this  translation  does  not  appear  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon. 

Next  comes  Mormon's  abridgment  of  the  large 
plates  of  Nephi  (with  the  exception  of  the  book  of 
Lehi).  Included  in  this  section  are  chapters  one  to 
seven  of  Mormon's  own  writings.  This  material  is 
found  on  pages  460  to  472. 

In  the  days  of  Mosiah,  the  Nephite  king  and 
prophet,  a  party  of  ,  explorers  sent  out  by  Limhi 
found  and  brought  back  twenty-four  gold  plates. 
These  plates,  which  had  been  engraved  by  Ether, 
contained  the  history  of  the  Jaredites.  They  were 
translated  by  Mosiah,  the  seer,  and  were  later 
abridged  by  Moroni,  son  of  Mormon  and  last  histo- 
rian of  the  Nephites.  This  section  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  contains  chapters  eight  and  nine  of  the 
writings  of  Mormon.  Here  we  find  also  the  original 
writings  of  Moroni. 

The  final  two  chapters  of  Mormon's  book, 
Moroni's  abridgment  of  Jaredite  history,  his  com- 
ments about  that  people,  and  his  own  book  are 
found  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  pages  472  to  522. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  received  also  plates  that 
were  sealed  which  were  not  to  be  opened  or  trans- 
lated at  that  time. 

Note  again  the  accompanying  chart.  First  we 
have  the  brass  plates  of  Laban,  corresponding  to  a 
part  of  the  Old  Testament.  Next  are  indicated  both 
the  large  and  the  small  plates  of  Nephi.  All  the  large 
plates,  containing  seven  books,  were  abridged  by 
Mormon.  Finally,  we  have  the  book  of  Ether  (Jared- 
ite history) ,  together  with  the  book  of  Moroni. 

It  is  interesting  that  perhaps  not  even  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  records  preserved  by  the  Nephites 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Mormon.  The  un- 
translated material,  including  the  sealed  plates,  com- 
prises the  major  portion  of  the  gold  plates  deposited 
by  Moroni  in  the  Hill  Cumorah. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  the  history  of  God's 
children  on  earth,  Adam  and  his  sons  kept  records, 
as  did  those  who  followed  after  them. 

And  a  book  of  remembrance  was  kept,  in  the 
which  was  recorded,  in  the  language  of  Adam,  for  it 
was  given  unto  as  many  as  called  upon  God  to  write 
by  the  spirit  of  inspiration.  (Moses  6:5.) 

Lehi  and  his  family  also  kept  records: 

.  .  .  I  make  a  record  of  my  proceedings  in  my 
days.  Yea,  I  make  a  record  in  the  language  of  my 
father,  which  consists  of  the  learning  of  the  Jews 
and  the  language  of  the  Egyptians.  And  I  know  that 
the  record  which  I  make  is  true;  and  I  make  it  with 
mine  own  hand;  and  I  make  it  according  to  my 
knowledge.  (1  Nephi  1:1-3.) 

— Kenneth  S.  Bennion. 


Library  File   Reference:   BOOK   OF   MOEMON— HISTORY. 
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Second  Class  Postage  Paid 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 

Thomas  F.  Patton  is  the  well- 
groomed,  gray-haired  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Republic  Steel  Cor- 
poration. 

Mr.  Patton,  a  law  school  gradu- 
ate, was  recently  asked  how  he 
picks  young  men  for  leadership 
roles  in  his  company. 

The  first  four  measures  he  listed 
as  intelligence,  wiUingness  to  work 
hard,  reHability,  and  honesty.  Then 
the  steel  leader  added:  "Fifth,  he 
has  to  have  a  sense  of  hiunor.  I 
consider  that  very  important."  Mr. 
Patton  concluded  his  list  with  No. 
6,  ambition.^ 

Today  I  have  been  recalling 
some  of  the  people  whose  humor 
has  spiced  my  life.  There  was  a 
dimpled  mother  named  Dolly  who 
lived  a  few  doors  from  my  boyhood 
home.  A  red-cheeked  lad  we  called 
Happy  kept  us  smiling.  So  did  a 
high  school  football  water  boy 
named  Beans. 

Few  ever  made  me  laugh 
around  a  luncheon  table  like  Artur 
Rubenstein,  the  renowned  concert 
pianist,  telling  about  his  courtship 
on  the  ski  slopes  of  Poland  and 
other  tales. 

But  no  one  Hfted  me  with  laugh- 
ter like  lovable  George  D.  Pyper, 
for  30  years  manager  of  the  historic 
Salt  Lake  Theatre  and  eight  years 
general  superintendent  of  Church 

For  Course  17,  lesson  29  (April  12),  "Gems 
of  Wisdom";  for  Course  25,  lesson  24  (March 
1),  "The  Power  of  Example";  for  Course  27, 
lesson  25  (April  5),  "Let  Your  Light  So 
Shine";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson 
24;    and   of  general  interest. 

^Nation's  Business,  October,  1969,  pages  57-8, 


GEORGE  D.  PYPER: 

GREETED  HEARTACHES  WITH  A  SMILE. 


Sunday  Schools.  For  the  last  six 
months  of  his  life  I  served  with  him 
as  general  secretary.  Like  most  of 
us,  he  had  his  share  of  heartaches. 
But  he  always  seemed  to  meet 
them  with  a  quip. 

I  remember  the  chill  December 
morning  in  1942  when  George  D. 
Pyper  was  stricken  with  the  heart 
attack  that  a  month  later  took  his 
Hfe.  He  was  82.  After  removing  his 
gray  hat  and  heavy  black  coat,  he 
reeled  to  his  office  floor.  We  called 
a  doctor.  After  he  worked  over  the 
white-haired  leader  for  some  time. 
Superintendent  Pyper  bhnked. 
Gasping  for  breath,  he  smiled: 
"Well,  Saint  Peter,  it  was  a  false 
alarm  that  time."  As  the  ambu- 
lance attendants  lifted  him  on  the 
stretcher,  he  added:  "Put  my  arms 
over  my  chest.  That's  the  way 
they  pose  them." 

Not  long  ago  a  friend  gave  me  a 
new  biography^  of  Sir  Walter  Ral- 
eigh, Britain's  famed  soldier,  ex- 
plorer, writer,  and  businessman 
during  the  glorious  reign  of  the 
first  Queen  Elizabeth.  Perhaps  be- 
cause I  had  once  wandered  through 
London's  gray,  turreted  Tower  of 
London  where  Raleigh  was  impris- 
oned for  12  years,  I  began  reading 
the  book's  last  chapter  first. 

Sir  Walter  was  sentenced  to  die 
through  beheading.  As  he  walked 
through  the  crowd  toward  the  scaf- 
fold, he  saw  an  old  man  with  his 
bald  head  exposed  to  the  chill  Oc- 
tober air.  Raleigh  removed  his  lace 
nightcap  from  under  his  velvet 
cap.     Handing  it  to  the  man,  he 

2J.  H.  Adamson  and  H.  F.  FoUand,  The 
Shepherd  of  the  Ocean;  Gambit,  Inc.,  Boston, 
Mass.,  1969. 


smiled:  "You  need  this,  my  friend, 
more  than  I." 

Sir  Walter,  who  in  more  splen- 
drous  days  wore  pearls  in  his  ears 
and  on  his  shoes  and  emeralds  and 
rubies  on  his  coat,  was  now  dressed 
simply  in  black  waistcoat  and 
breeches  with  ash-colored  silk 
stockings.  He  asked  the  assembly 
to  pray  with  him.  Then  the  hooded 
headsman  kneeled  before  Sir  Wal- 
ter and  asked  forgiveness.  It  was 
granted.  Raleigh  asked  to  see  the 
ax.  He  ran  his  finger  over  the 
blade,  and  said:  "This  gives  me  no 
fear.  It  is  a  sharp  and  fair  medi- 
cine to  cure  me  of  all  my  diseases." 
He  smiled  again. 

In  death  the  great  EHzabethan 
was  in  full  command,  with  flashes 
of  sparkling  wit.  His  humor  was 
probably  a  surface  rippKng  of  a 
deep  inner  faith  and  courage. 

Ehphaz  told  his  sorely  tried 
friend  Job:  "At  destruction  and 
famine  shalt  thou  laugh:  neither 
shalt  thou  be  afraid  of  the  beasts 
of  the  earth."3 

"But  a  sense  of  humor  is  some- 
thing you  are  bom  with,"  you  may 
say.  Perhaps  so.  But  George  D. 
Pyper  worked  at  his.  Like  Thomas 
A.  Edison,  he  made  a  hobby  of  col- 
lecting good  jokes.  Sui)erintendent 
Pyper  once  told  me  he  had  re- 
viewed 100,000  funny  stories. 

In  any  event,  few  could  argue 
with  Thomas  F.  Patton  of  Repub- 
lic Steel.  A  sense  of  humor  is  im- 
portant. Life  is  richer  if  you  can 
laugh  at  it  often,  beginning  with 
yourself. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


3Job  5:22. 
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